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NAEVUS MATERNUS. 
Ocr. 15. Mr. Lawrence, on Friday, 


made the following observations on a case | 


of nevus maternus, occurring in Susanna 
Marsh, an infant about sixteen weeks old, 
at present in Faith's Ward. 

Nevus maternus, or ‘* maternal spot,” is 
a name given to certain peculiarities which 
are vulgarly supposed to have their origin 
in the “ longings” of the mother. This 
nevus maternus is a disease of the capillary 
vessels of the skin, or under the skin. From 
the mother’s information, it seemed, that at 
the time of birth, the only appearance of the 
disease in this child was a small red spot, 
which has, however, so rapidly increased 
in size, that now, at the distance of only 
fifteen or sixteen weeks, the nevus extends 
over the whole of the left side of the face, 
The tumour feels soft and doughy, and yields 
upon being squeezed, but swells out again 
on relaxation, likea sponge. Nevi, in fact, 
consist almost entirely of blood-vessels, so 


interwoven as to form a complete congeries. 


The effect is, that the blood contained in 


them is easily forced out by pressure, on | 


the removal of which the elasticity of the 
vessels restores them to their usual size, and 
the blood returns. The tumour feels ex- 
ceedingly warm, which might readily be 
conceived, in consequence of the quantity 
of blood circulating through it, but the 
heat in this instance is much less cousider- 
able than it frequently is. The tumour is 
covered by integument in the natural state, 
Save on the upper perts about the eyelid, 
where it assumes a dark livid hue; and in 
some places the surface is of a finely gra- 
nulated texture. Now the nevus maternus 
is not always of the same texture through- 
out. Sometimes cutaneous nevus is found 


No. 374, 


existing in the skin, and elevated a little 
above the surrounding parts, or beneath the 
skin, and this is consequently named the 
subcutaneous, Sometimes there are spots 
of that peculiar, livid, vascular, texture be- 
fore mentioned. ‘These may remain sta- 
tionary, or they may grow rapidly, and thea 
cease to increase. Frequently, however, 
they require immediate and vigorous treat- 
ment, and this is especially the case in the 
present instance. These nevi, when left to 
themselves, may exist for years, but neg- 
lect would be very dangerous, on account of 
the large blood-vessels which supply them. 
| These vessels, ramifying near the surface, 
pa exposed to numberless chances ; they 
may get divided in a fall, especially in chil- 
dren, and considerable hemorrhage would 
| be the consequence. If, then, the risk be 
80 great, the question is, What are the best 
remedial means for us to adopt, and what 
can be safely done in the case? The prog- 
nosis, in general, may be founded on the 
magnitude of the tumour, and the age of the 
patient. It has been proposed, when these 
| growths are very large, and when situated 
in the neck, to tie the carotid artery. There 
is a gentleman, at present in this metropolis, 
from the United States, Dr. Massey, who 
had a case of nevus maternus occurring in 
| the scalp. He tied the carotid on one side, 
and that having no effect, and the growth 
continuing, he resolved to cut off the scalp, 
; and an awful operation it was; but the al 
tient is now doing well. Excision is a plan 
j that is sometimes adopted, but in making 
use of it you must cut freely round the tu- 
mour, and taking the utmost care not to cut 
into the structure, for you can have no con- 
ception of the alarming loss of arterial blood 
which would be occasioned thereby. When 
he spoke of arterial blood, he should re- 
mark, that it is by no means determined whe- 
ther the vessels of these nevi be veins or ar- 
teries. Sometimes, from the livid purple co- 
lour of the tumour, one is led to suppose that 
it is caused by a venous cireulation. He had 
lately been attending a lady for this affec- 
tion, in whom, from the dark colour of the 
surface, it seemed reasonable to suppose 
that the tumour contained venous blood, but 
there the blood that issued was decidedly 
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®rterial, With however to the prac- 
tice of excision, it is certainly dangerous, if 
the supplying vessels be large ; and they 
are sometimes so large that the patient has 
even died on the operating table from the 
hemorrhage. 

Since, ea, the danger of this method is 
80 great, it remains to consider what other 
means are to be adopted. Now it has been 
said, that a cure may be effected by excit- 
ing inflammation in the part, and thus ob- 
taining an obliteration of the vessels; but 
unless an obliteration of the whole could be 
procured, of course the inefficiency of this 
treatment is obvious. A caustic, kali purum, 
has been recommended, but he doubted 
whether the use of it is advisable. How- 
ever, he adopted this method in the case of 
the lady before mentioned : he touched every 
point of the tumour; indeed, he said, he 
took the greatest liberties with it, to excite 
a sufficient degree of inflammation, but 
without success. There is an article ina 
number of a northern medica! journal on this 
subject (see Lancet, No. 362%, page 723), 
the author of which, Mr. Fawdington, states, 
that he has met with great encouragement 
to insert a seton in these cases. He relates 
a case of two years’ duration, in which he 
made use of this agent, and he informs us 
that the result was the consolidation of the 
tumour. He had himself tried this method, 
but he confessed he did not find it of much 
service. With regard to the child at pre- 
sent in the Hospital, the only treatment he 
had as yet adopted is that of applying cold. 
Caustic he should be unwilling to employ, 





N2ZVUS MATERNUS. 


known the practice to be of some efficacy. 
Some time since he had a child under his 
care, in his private practice, with a small 
cutaneous nevus on the scalp about the size 
of the end of his thumb, Qn the whole he 
considered this a favourable ease for the 
trial, and the operation was accordingly per- 
formed. Inflammation supervened to acon- 
siderable extent, and as it declined a thick 
hard crust formed over the tumour, and as 
that was removed the nevus was nearly 
though not entirely gone.. This occurred 
about a year and a half since, and he then 
requested the parents, who were persons of 
consequence, to bring the child to him again 
should there be a recurrence of the affec- 
tion; he had not since heard of them, and he 
therefore considered it a rational conclusion 
that a cure had been accomplished, He had 
known of another case in the country, where 
a child was affected with a large subcutane- 
ous nevus on the side, which had been 
vaccinated, as he was informed, with con- 
siderable effect ; the swelliag had been origi- 
nally round, and of a deep purple colour 
throughout ; it was now much diminished ia 
size, a great part of it was entirely consolis 
dated, and in the centre it had become of a 
natural white appearance. On the whole, 
if not entirely reduced, the swelling had 
certainly been p ntly diminished 

The vaccination, however, could only be 
applicable, as he before observed, to patients 
who had not previously been subjected to the 
specific influence of that virus. At present 
he has a lady under his care who has a large 
nevus on the face. She had originally a 





on account of the great size of the nevus,|small growth under one of the eyelids, and 
and, on the whole, he really would rather not | this has gradually increased to its present 
meddle with it at all. If it could be brought extent. Its boundaries were now, the ridge 
to a stationary condition, he certainly should | of the nose, the anterior part of the ear, the 
be inclined to let it take its own course. If, | ciliary margin of the lower eyelid, and a line 
however, it continued to increase, something | drawa from the angle of the lips towards the 


must be done to check it. 

Oct. 22.—Mr. Lawrence said, he had 
alluded to cases of nevus maternus, in 
which it had been found practicable to re- 
move the tumours by ligatures,—instances 
in which the swelling lay in dangerous 
situations, and where, by the application of 
the ligature, a cure was effected without 


ear. Three considerable lobes were remark- 
able in this tumour, one corresponding to 
the lower eyelid, the second much larger 
beneath this, and the third still larger below 
both, Altogether they formed a consider- 
able protuberance ; the circumference of the 
swelling was of a livid colour. As the lady 
was in other respects of a handsome per- 


the danger of the tremendous hemorrhage |son, and the removal of this deformity of 


which occasionally proved fatal, even at| 


the moment of operation. Various modes, 
he said, had been devised for producing in- 
flammation in the substance of the nevus, 
and thus obtaining consolidation; one of 
these consisted in the employment of the 
vaccine virus in the nevi of children who 
had not undergone previous vaccination ; 
here the object was to introduce the matter 
extensively over the tumour, and in its cir- 
cumference; for this purpose twenty or 
thirty, or even more punctures were usually 


made, and in his own experience he hed | 


course a very desirable matter, she had come 
a considerable distance for advice ; excision 


‘or ligature was out of the question, and he 


passed in the first instance, a thick seton 
through the inferior part of the tumour ; the 
stton was introduced by a large needle with 
& proportionate thread, in order to prevent 
the risk of hemorrhage, which was thus 
obviated, and not more than a dozen drops 
of blood were lost in the operation. No in- 
flammation followed, and be next sprinkled 
the seton with a little powdered nitrate of 
silver, and drew it into the opeuing ; beyond 





SUPPRESSION OF LOCAL DISCHARGES. 


in and irritation this produced little or no 
inflammatory effect. ‘The nitrate of silver 
was again used more copiously, and a great 
deal of uneasiness was produced for twenty- 
four hours without the supervention of any 
general inflammation. ‘I'he seton was then 
removed, and he introduced a stick of caustic- | 
potash into the opening and rubbed it in 
very freely, and he thought that if any-thing 
could induce inflammation, this certainly 
would; accordingly it did occur to a cer- 
tain extent, the tumour diminished some- 
what in size, and there was some consolida- 
tion ; he afterwards applied the kali purum 
externally, freely over two parts of the tu- 
mour ; @ partial cure was thus effected, but 
on the whole the inflammation was by no. 
means so general as the extensive irritation 
might have been expected toinduce. This, 
case, Mr. Lawrence continued, showed decid- 
edly the difficulty with which these tumours 
were inflamed,and that in general they might 
be dealt with with great freedom. He might 
say that the usual opinion that inflammation 
was generated through these tumours with 
facility, was incorrect; that in one situa- 
tion inflammation might be carried even 
to the death of the part, without extending 
any further. In the present instance he 
had destroyed the upper part of the tumour | 
by a ligature, he would try the same with 
the lower part, and eventually treat the 


edges with strong nitric acid. 
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tle animal matter, could scarcely contribute 
to the excitement of inflammatory action. 
He was admitted on the 27th of July; 
he had beeu bled, purged actively, treated 
with digitalis, and leeched, and leeched, 
and leeched, over and over again, but the 
inflammation, notwithstanding, ended in 
suppuration, and a cypious discharge en- 
sued, which, within a short time, rapidly 
diminished, and the openings healed. A 
few days after this, the patient felt himself 
heated and full, especially about his head ; 
these symptoms he very properly ascribed 
to ‘* too much blood,”’ and not as patients 
generally do, ‘to weakness,” which is, in 
other words, a wish for animal food, and 
beer or spirits. ‘The man considered himself 
in a state of plethora, and was bled. 

It had frequently happened to him, he 
observed, in this hospital and elsewhere, to 
see patients who had laboured under pro- 
fuse local discharges become plethoric, and 
prone to determinations of blood and inter- 
nal inflammations when these discharges 
were suddenly suppressed. This he had 
seev over and over again under such cir- 
cumstances in old running ulcers of the leg, 
more especially if the patients were placed 
on animal diet and allowed beer, and these 
determinations would proceed to every de- 
gree, up to fatal yma There was 
a patient now in “ Henry,” Who was in 
the Hospital some years before for inflam- 


‘mation and ulceration of the leg; it was 


PLETHORA FROM THE SUPPRESSION OF LOCAL 
DISCHARGES, 


Mr. Lawrence next called the attention 
of the class to aspecimen of blood which 
exhibited strongly the ordinary character- 
istics of that fluid when drawn in acute 
internal inflammation; the coagulum was 
firm, deeply cupped, and covered with a 
buffy crust; yet it had been drawn from a 
patient in whom no external evidence of 
an inflammatory nature existed at the time 
of its abstraction; in fact, it was taken by 
the person's own desire, by his own pre- 
scription, and the appearance it now wore 
certainly showed that he had not erred 
much in bis diagnosis, The man was in 
“* Henry Ward,” where he had been confined 
for some weeks with a fractured leg. He 
(Mr. Lawrence) did not see bim until he 
had been a considerable time in the hospi- 
tal, as Mr. Lloyd was then in charge of his 
patients; he was about 50 years old, of full, 
plethoric, make, and he believed of rather 
Jolly babits. After admission there was con- | 
siderable inflammation of the limb, and on} 
reference to his papers, it was seen that, | 
besides general bleeding, an almost count-| 
less number of leeches had been applied to 
the limb, and he had been on milk diet, 
which, as containing but comparatively lit- 


rapidly healed, and in a few days he had 
a sudden and violent attack of apoplexy ; 
the usual treatment was adopted ; he was 
profusely bled, cupped, leeched, purged, 
and blistered, but with so little effect, that 
he (Mr. Lawrence) abandoned all hopes of 
his recovery ; as alast experiment, however, 
he determined on the employment of mercury 
in large doses, which was pushed to saliva- 
tion, and he eventually recovered; but for 
a long time he was paralytic on one side, and 
even at present his mouth was somewhat 
distorted. He had now been seven weeks 
in the house for a recurrence of the ulcera- 
tion, and during this time, according as the 
ulcers were healing, it had been found ne- 
cessary to bleed him repeatedly, in order 
to counteract the return of a similar affec- 
tion to that from which he formerly suf- 
fered. The hospital diet table, he was sorry to 
say, was any-thing but judicious ; the ‘* or- 
dinary diet,” for example, consisted of ani- 
mal food, two pints of good strong beer — 
not table beer, but much better—with seve- 
ral other good things, As it is on this diet 
that a patient is placed on admission, and 
as it may happen that a patient may not be 
seen immediately after entrance, and mean- 
while way labour under acute inflammation, 
this diet would, of all other things, be the 
best calculated to aggravate his disease. He 
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had, therefore, made it a general rule, that his| the general symptoms and the condition of 
patients should be placed, at first, on milk the blood, which was certainly as strong a 
diet, for if they were in a condition for beer characteristic of inflammation as it could be, 
and meat, the hospital was not the fittest if drawn during inflammation of any internal 
place for their reception. 


jorgan. If attention were paid to such cases 
as this, no doubt of the real nature of the 
affection could be entertained, and so much 
BRYSIPELAS, | would not be heard about the use of wine 
Two or three cases of erysipelas (Mr. | and bark in this disease. He supposed this 
Lawrence continued) were at present under treatment was grounded on the occurrence of 
treatment, to which he would now direct! erysipelas in aged and debilitated persons, 
their attention. The first was that of Ulive|in whom, certainly, the depleting treat- 
Moore, ext. 28, in “ Faith Ward,” a straw- | ment would not be justifiable, notwithstand- 
bonnet maker, unmarried, whose menses had | ing that the local symptoms were originally 
been suppressed for the last three months, | inflammatory to a certain degree. It was 
a circumstance which contributed much to in every case necessary to discriminate be- 
predispose her to inflammatory attacks, and tween the essence of the disease and the 
had already given her the appearance of persons in whom it occurred. 
a general plethoric habit. She wasadmit-| There was, in the same ward, a young 
ted on the 20th, and stated, that since the woman named Robinson, who had been ad- 
17th her face had been swelled and painful, | mitted on the 19th with a slight degree of 


and that her illness commenced with shiver- 
ings, succeeded by increased sweatings.— 
There was considerable tumidity of the 
right cheek, extending a little towards the 
left; the eyelids were closed, the tumour 
generally of a deep-red colour, pitting on 
pressure, and acutely painful. There was 
also great general disturbance ; the pulse 120, 
hard and full; the tongue coated ; bowels 
confined ; headach; great thirst; skia dry 
and hot ; she bad aslight attack of the same 
kind the preceding wiater. She was bled 


immediately to eighteen ounces, and the) 


blood was of a highly inflammatory appear- 


ance, as if it had been drawn in acute pleu- | 


ritis. She was ordered a mixture, with a 
drachm of sulphate of magnesia and half a 
drachm of the solution of tartrate of anti- 
mony, every sixth hour. 

On the 20th, the inflammation was rather 
increased and more extended towards the 
left side ; bowels had not been opened, and 
she was generally worse, Venesection to 
fourteen ounces was directed, and the senna 
mixture ; the blood was again cupped and 


buffed ; she was also ordered two grains of | 


calomel! and two of antimonial powder, every 
six hours, and the ordinary saline mixture, 
By these means the headach was consider- 
ably relieved in the evening, and at nine 
P.M. she was altorether better, and that 
night she slept weil. 


On the @ist, the inflammation had not! 


increased, but there was a recurrence of the 
headach on both sides; the pulse was ra- 


redness, and some swelling, of the leg, but 
whose case did not at first receive particular 
attention. To-day (23d) it had become 
excessively painful, and she was in a state 
of violent febrile excitement and constant 
agitation; the leg wes internally of a bright 
scarlet, or, rather, crimson colour; exter- 
nally the inflammation was also very active, 
and the colour was insensibly shaded into 
the unaffected parts; the inflamed parts 
were also much swelled, and she complained 
of violent burning pain. Such was her state 
in the morning; besides, her skin was hot 
and dry ; pulse quick and strong; she had 
headach, white tongue, and was extremely 
restless,— all symptoms characteristic of 
|great constitutional disturbance. This in- 
‘stance also showed the highly inflammatory 
jmature of the disease. A large bleeding 
‘was immediately directed, and leeches to 
be applied to the inflamed parts ; the satur- 
nine lotion, and active purgative medicines, 
were also prescribed. Before the leeches 
were applied she was accordingly bled to 
deliquium ; thirty leeches were afterwards 
put on; the effect of this treatment was 
the almost immediate tranquillization of the 
local and general distress, and when Mr, 
Lawrence went into the ward just before lec- 
ture, he found her in a calm and sound sleep, 
from which she was not aroused by his being 
present. 

In the same ward the case of Richardson 
afforded an example of what might be term- 
ed ‘* phlegmonous” erysipelas, in contra- 


ther fuller and harder; she was cupped to distinction to the other cases which might 
twelve ounces ; since then she had continued be denominated ‘ simple,” in which the 
better, and was, on the 22d, in every re- | tumefaction proceeded ouly from an affection 
spect much relieved ; the swelling had sub- of the true skin, and cousequent effusion, 
sided without vesication, and desquamation | and not from inflammation of the subjacent 
was commencing ; he had desired the saline | cellular tissue ;_ in the phlegmonous form 
mixture to be continued. In this case, Mr. | the swelling was firm and resisting, and did 
Lawrence said, the inflammatory nature of| not pit so readily asin the simple kind. In 


the affection was strongly manifested by | Richardson's case Mr, Wood bad very judi- 
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ciously made one incision down the whole | affection. It was not, however, one of 
length of the swelling. It would be found /such a dangerous character as is some- 
that such incisions were by farthe most ef- times seen; in fact, in these climates, the 
fectual means of treatment in phlegmonous termination of acute hepatitis in suppu- 
erysipelas, and of terminating satisfactorily | ration is comparatively of infrequent occur- 
the local symptoms and general disturbance. | rence. He was bled to sixteen ounces, Had 
When erysipelas is accompanied by inflam- | jalap and calomel, and asaline mixture, with 
mation of the subjacent cellular tissue, ie} Covtar emetic and sulphate of magnesia, every 
frequently evinces a disposition to spread ;| sixth hour. He was moreover cupped ouce, 
the adhesive inflammation, in other words, | and had a blister to the side. He continued 
does not intervene to arrest its progress ; | taking one grain of calomel and five of jalap 
in these cases free incisions are also by far) ull his bowels were effectually relieved, and 
the best means of counteracting the disease, | till it was considered the purging had been 
In the first place they occasion a copious | carried to a sufficient extent. Active as this 
flow of blood from the inflamed parts, the | was, however, none of the bad consequences 
vessels bleeding with infinitely greater| were produced on the intestinal mucous 
energy than is observed in ordinary wounds| membrane, of which our brethren on the 
of the same extent; but the relief is not| other side of the channel seemed so much 


solely attributable to the bleeding, for an 
equal quantity abstracted by other means 
will always fail to produce an equivalent 
effect. The incisions, however, operate 
most effectually, by relieving the great dis- 
tension of the parts; the limb, previously 
red and shining, becomes pale and wrinkled, 
and the pain is almost immediately abated. 
In the present case the incision operated in 
this manner; the spreading of the local in- 
flammation has been arrested, and the pa- 
tient now only labours under a simple 
healthy wound. 


ACUTE HEPATITIS, TERMINATING IN 
SUPPURATION. 


He had occasion once or twice to notice 
the application of the same principles of 
treatment to internal and external inflam- 
mations. There were at present some cases 
in the wards which: illustrated this analogy 
further, In “ Henry"’ there was a patient 
named George Booth, xt. 58, admitted with 
a large phlegmonous abscess over the right 
hip, and who also laboured under hepatitis. 
Generally speaking, one inflammation was as 
much as the animal economy could under- 
take at atime; but, in this case, two were 
in action. He had been unwell about a 
fortnight before admission, but could assign 
no cause for his illness. He said his hip 
had been “ lanced” by a doctor, but no- 
thing followed but blood. As he felt a 
deep fiuctuation, he introduced the lancet a 
little further, and a copious discharge of pus 
immediately followed. Still the relief was 
not so great as might have been expected ; 
the skin was sallow, his features contracted, 
and he complained of pain in his right side. 
On uncovering his abdomen, the cause was 
at once perceptible ; he breathed entirely 
by his ribs, and studiously avoided the 
exercise of the abdominal portion of his 





afraid. 

Under this treatment the man had nearly 
recovered. In these cases he would again 
repeat, that the same principles of cure 
which referred to external inflammation, 
were also applicable to those of internal 
parts, There were some other patients then 
under treatment which further illustrated 
this position, but of these he would speak 
at the next lecture. 





INQUEST AT HAMPTON, 


LETTER FROM MR. MORSON. 


To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 


Srr,—Anticipating some comments would 
be made from the report which you gave in 
your publication of the 9th October, of the 
inquest held at Hampton on the 2nd, | pur- 
posely delayed offering any observations 
before, anxious to ascertain first the feelings 
of that respectable body of men denominat- 
ed ‘ General Practitioners’’ from the re- 
sult of the case in question, the practice of 
one of whom, it appears, in the instance 
of Mr. Bowen, has recently most unjustly 
been called in question, and, as far as | am 
capable of giving an opinion, been made 
the subject of unmerited animad version. 

Previously to my noticing any portion of 
the report taken at the inquest, and em- 
bodied in No. 371 of your Lancet, I must 
pause for a while to express freely the sur- 
prise and indignation which I felt on perus- 
ing a letter from Sir Andrew Halliday (ex- 
physician to the Duke of Clarence), pub- 
lished in your 372nd Number, and in which 
I find he has endeavoured, but in a very 
pitiful manner, to exculpate himself from 
what he would wish others to regard, as 


bellows. These appearances, coupled with | merely ‘** an apparent inconsistency,” in 

great abdominal pain and other usual in-| reference to his original assertion to Mr. 

dications, at once proved the nature of the | Sells, of Kingston, and that afterwards made 
i 
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to Mr. Taylor, The eonduct, Sir, lately 
practised by Sir Andrew throughout the 
whole of this most unpleasant affair, I can 
have no hesitation in pronouncing, to have 
been perfectly at variance with the criteria 
by which I have been taught to estimate 
the conduct of truth and honour; and he 
himself must be well aware, that I am not 
singular in this opinion, or without proof 


MR. MORSON’S DEFENCE OF 


sufficiently authorised to interfere, recom- 
mended Mr. Sells to apply to the church- 
wardens of Hampton ; he did so, and it was 
in consequence of this application that the 
churchwardens met, and convened all those 
persons who were in attendance with Mr, 
Bowen on the deceased eae | to her 
death ; when, after a patient and minute 
examination of each, which lasted five 
hours, and when depositions were 





**as strong as holy writ” to justify it. 1) 
now, Mr. Editor, boldly call upon Sir An-| which materially differ from those subse- 
drew to account for the five different asser- | quently taken at the inquest, they were in- 
tions which he made, respecting the removal | duced (upon hearing a further statement of 
of the arms of the child, and the non-deli-| the case given by Mr. Bowen) to appeal to 
very of the woman. ist, To Messrs. Sells | three eminent obstetric practitioners of this 
and Taylor ; 2nd, To Mr. Jackson ; Srd, To metropolis for their opinions ; and as these 


Mr. Bowen and myself; 4th, lo the Coro- 
ner and jury ; and 5th, After the inquest, in 
the letter which he addressed to Mr. laylor; 
no two of which, I do assure you, Sir, in 


gentlemen all agreed as to the propriety of 
the treatment pursued, they (the church- 
| wardens) immediately expressed their ap- 
probation of Mr, Bowen's conduct, in a let- 


the least correspond. Thus far, 1 trust, I) ter which this gentleman received a few 
have adduced enough to satisfy you, and | days after. Thus, Sir, you will observe, that 
your enlightened readers, that Sir Andrew’s | the statement in your report, which informs 
conduct suvours of something more than) us “ that some inquiry was entered into 
“‘ apparent inconsistency.” Also, that the| by the parish officers, but this only went to 
assertion which he bas since made in your | ascertain how far the surgeon at ledding- 


Journal, accusing others of having used 
** great efforts to implicate him personally,” 
is, like the rest of his statements, wholly 
without foundation. 

Already | fear, Sir, you will consider me 
as trespassing largely upon valuable pages, 
but a8 you have afforded space for the attack, 
you will, I hope, in justice, grant a similar 
favour for the defence. 

lt was not until the morning of the 26th 
August, that Mr. Bowen was apprised of 
what (98 since proved) had been secretly 
hatching for a month before. At this time 
Mr. Kent, an inhabitant of Hampton, at the 
request of the minister, called on him to say, 
that his attendance was required at the re- 
sidence of Mr. Jackson, where the parish 
authorities were sitting in council. Mr 
Bowen, notwithstanding this very brief 
notice, having bad no prior intimation that | 
such meeting was to take place until an| 
hour after the witnesses had assembled, rea- 
dily obeyed the summons, when, on arriv- 
ing at the field of action, to his great sur- 
owe he was informed, that his presence had 

en requested to answer to the charge of 
umproper treatment towards the late Frances | 
Clarke, who was represented to have died, | 
a month previously, in the pains of labour, | 
during his attendance upon her. This charge 
Mr, Bowen was likewise informed, was pre- 
ferred against him by Mr. Sells, a surgeon 
at Kingston, who, without giving him any 
anteeedent notification of his intentions 





ton was culpable in declining to attend,” is 
perfectly erroneous. The meeting was in- 
stituted for the purpose of investigating the 
foundation for Mr. Sells'’s charge, and I 
believe with a view also of allowing this 
individual, and ali others interested, the 
opportunity of substantiating the same ; but, 
strange to say, Mr. Sells never came for- 
ward; and lest ignorance of the meeting 
might be alleged by Mr. Guy (retained, as 
asserted, on behalf of Mr, Clarke) as the 
cause of his non-attendance, it is but justice 
to say, that during the sitting of the church- 
wardens, a letter, written by him, was re- 
ceived by Mr. Jackson, containing iustruc- 
tions, and such questions as he wished to 
be put to the witnesses, and which were put, 
This obvious listlessness on the part of Mr, 
Guy, I leave for him to explain; it must, 
however, unquestionably suffice to show, that 
he at least was well acquainted with what 
was going on, and if, as he has since vaunted, 
it was *‘ ever his practice to tread lightly 
on the accused,” why did he not then gene- 
rously come forward, and allow Mr. Bowen 
the opportunity of repelling aspersions, as 
unfounded in their nature as they were ma- 
lignant and prejudicial in their tendency ? 
But no, Mr, Editor, this was an act of 
plain dealing hardly to be expected. 

For the satisfaction of your readers, re- 
mote from the scene of this late disgraceful 
transaction, it may not be amiss to state 
that Mr. Bowen, the gentleman accused of 


(although they had met each other freguent- | ignorance and inhumanity, has, for nearly 
ly after the death of the deceased), had| tbe last three years, filled the situation of 
applied to a magistrate to take cognizance| visiting assistant to Mr. Davies; during 
of the case. Mr. Cowe, of Sunbury (the| this period bis conduct proved always so 
magistrate applied to), not deeming himself | uniformly correct; the opportunities which 
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he had of exercising his profession were so 
extensive and multifarious, the satisfaction 
he afforded to those of every class committed 
to his care had been so universal ; pay, so 
beloved and well known was he throughout 
the neighbourhood, for miidness and assi- 
duity iv his profession, that upon Mr. Da- 
vies’s relinquishing his practice at Hampton 
to become domestic surgeon to their most 
gracious Majesties, many of his patients, the 
greater part of whom are individuals of the 
utmost respectability, opulence, and rauk, 
solicited Mr. Bowen to become Mr. Da- 
vies's successor, Arrangements for this 
purpose were accordingly made, and I beg it 


who, by contrasting both, will, I am quite 
assured, discover the conflicting nature of 
such testymony, as well as the very apparent 
motives which led to its elicitation, 

One of the witnesses, Mary Ann Elliott, 
when examined by the parish authorities, 
on the morning of ihe 26th of August, stated, 
** that on her mentioning to Mr. Bowen 
that Mrs. Clarke wished to have further 
assistance, he insisted on some other me- 
dical gentleman being sent for, stating, at 
the same time, that there was no use of 
sending for any one from Hampton, as he 
knew there was no one at home.” 
| Ann Ellam deposed on oath to the coro- 





will be borne in recoliection, that it was not | ner and jury, that when she asked the de- 
until a few days before Mr. Davies's final ceased, in the presence of Mr. Bowen, if 
departure from Hampton to accompany the | she would not like to bave some other medi- 
King to Brighton (fully one month after the | cal man ? ‘* Mr, Bowen said nothing to this.” 
death of the deceased), that this attack wes | On the contrary, Sarah Chillman, the 
made. Hence Mr. Bowen has every legiti-| midwife, likewise on oath, contradicts the 
mate right to infer, that those persons who | before-mentioned statement of Ann Ellem, 


propagated the report of his improper treat- 
ment of the were influenced in 
doing so, by motives other than purely phi- 
laathropic and humane. Inasmuch as he 
is prepared to prove that the very witness, 


Pe says that when she asked the deceased 
if she would have Mr. ‘Taylor who attended 
her before, and when deceased replied she 
would, that she then told Mr. Bowen; he 
said, ‘‘ If Mr. Taylor came, he would go out 


Aun Bilam, who bore testimony against | of the house.” — ai 

him, declared, very shortly after the demise} Many more such-like discrepancies in the 
of Frances Clarke, to Mr. Keene, a gentle- | evidence 1 could wish freely to expose. 
man of property residing in the parish of | But 1 fear, in doing so, 1 should only be 
Teddington, and one of its overseers, that | obtruding upon your valuable time and in- 


Mr, Bowen's conduct to the deceased had dulgence. Let it then suffice to say, that 
been most “kind and attentive.” Inas-| upon the “ mens conscia recti,” and upon 
much as Mr. Clarke, the widower of the | the decision given by that tribunal before 
deceased, acknowledged to a gentleman, aj which Mr. Bowen has lately so unfeelingly 
resident of Hampton (whose name, if re- been arraigned, but which decision I regret 
quired, I am authorized to give), when | say was never accurately published, as 
asked how he intended to remunerate Mr. | Will be seen from the following correct copy 
Guy, replied, “1 cam only do so with my| of the verdict—‘* Died by the visitation of 
gratitude, but I have some good friends | God ; and it is our opinion that the medical 


who I have every reason to hope will do so 
for me.” Who these good friends are, Mr. 
Bowen has yet to find out, together with 
many other circumstances wpon which 
“* clouds, shades, and darkness, rest.” 
These slight abstracts will, however, I 
hope, suffice to prove that although it has 
been maintained, that the proceedings which 
took place were instituted at the sole desire 
of the husband, such could not have been 
the case; also, that throughout the whole 
business Mr. Bowen has had to contend 
with some secret miscreant, who, like the 
owl which fears to prey by day, was com- 
pelled to seek for nightly cover for the exe- 
cution of his base designs. 

I shall now, Sir, go on and briefly offer a 
few additional remarks on the evidence taken 
before the parish officers at Hampton prior 
to the inquest, and that which was subse- 
quently obtained, and since recorded in your 
Journal of the 9th inst. To this part of my 
communication I beg leave more particu- 
larly to invite the attention of your readers, 


|attendant did all that was possible to be 
| done, to deliver the deceased under the cir- 
| cumstances” —does he rest his claims for fu- 
ture public confidence andapprobation, This 
l am certain will not be denied him, when 
every circumstance is duly deliberated upon, 
and when it is more particularly recollected, 
that when called upon to render his assist- 
| ance (after another bad positively refused), 
he did so with alacrity and good feeling, 
that his attention during the progress of 
the labour was prompt and unremitting, 
that he left her but for a short period, and 
that then he was obliged to do so (having to 
visit elsewhere), the whole of Mr. Davies's 
extensive practice being, at the time, in- 
trusted to his care, 

Let those, therefore, disposed, Mr. Editor, 
to censure Mr. Bowen hastily, remember 
‘“* He that is without sin, let him cast the 
first store.” lam, Sir, yours faithfully, 

J. H. Monson, 
M.R.C.8. of London. 


28, Cockspur Street, Oct, 20, 1830. 








SIR A. HALLIDAY.—LETTER FROM MR. TAYLOR. 


QUESTIONS TO SIR A. HALLIDAY. 


To the Editor of Tus Lancet. 


Srr,—If Sir Andrew Halliday will give 
plain answers of yes or no to the following 
questions, and not twist his evidence, as 
Mr. Bowen appears to have twisted off one 
or both of the arms of the infant, the public 
will be able to understand what he means, 
and it will in some measure tend to remove 
the doubts that the unsatisfactory testimony 
given by him on the inquest could not fail 
to produce; it will, besides, save him the 
trouble of further explanations, or appeals, 
to the public tur the purpose of correcting 
his errors. Itis besides but an act of jus- 
tice to Mr. Bowen that this fact should be 
clearly ascertained, whether he gave the 
information to Sir A. Halliday, which Sir A. 
afterwards communicated to Mr. Sells, Mr. 
Taylor, and others :-- 

Whether Mr. Sells ever, and when, told 
him “ that he had been informed, by a Mr. 
Russell (or any other person or persons), 
that Mr. Bowen had taken, or torn, off the | 
arms of the infant of the late Fras. Clarke, 
and had not delivered the mother?” 

Whether he communicated this informa- 
tion to Mr. Bowen, and when ? 

Whether Mr. Bowen on that, or some 
other, and what occasion, did not inform 
him, ‘“ that the report was untruc,”’ and | 
that he had not taken, or torn, off the arms | 
of the infant, and had delivered the mother ?| 

Whether he, Sir A. Halliday, did not | 
afterwards, and when, inform Mr. Sells, | 
«© that ke had seen Mr. Bowen, who had! 
assured him that he had not twisted, or torn, | 
off the arms of the infant, but had opened 
the head and delivered the mother, and that | 
she died from exhaustion ?"’ | 

Whether he did not make the same state- 
ment to Mr. Taylor, and request him to! 
contradict the report of Mr. Bowen's hav- 
ing done so; and whether he has not ac-| 
knowledged and admitted, in some letter or | 
letters written by him to Mr, Sells and Mr. 
Taylor, or one or both, and which of them, 
«that Mr. Bowen had informed him, that 
he had not taken off the arms of the infant! 
and had delivered the mother?” 

Whether he did not, at his own house, in 
Sept. last, inform Mr. Guy “ that Mr. | 
Bowen had told him that he had not taken, | 
or torn off, the infant’s arms, and had de- 
livered the woman, and that she died from 
exhaustion?” 

Whether, on the inspection of the bodies 
of the infant and the mother, it did not 
appear that the arms of the child had been 
torn off from the body, and that the mother 
had not been delivered? 

Your most obedient servant, 
Aw Lyaanrtrant or Hameton. 
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LETTER FROM MR. GEORGE TAYLOR OF 
KINGSTON. 


To the Editor of Tus Lancer. 


Sir,—It is with great reluctance that I 
feel myself imperatively called upon to ad- 
dress you for the purpose of repelling several 
unfounded accusations that have been, and 
still are, cireulated against me, in the den- 
gerous form of insinuation and report, con- 
nected with a recent investigation at Hamp- 
ton. J should have treated such falsehoods 
with contempt, and would have confidently 
depended upon public opinion, and upon my 
established integrity and conduct through 
life, ifa plausible colouring had not been 
given to one of the charges deeply involving 
my character, 

The following are the reports to which I 
allude. 

ist.—That I refused to give my profes- 
sional assistance in the case of the deceased, 
though sent for by Mr. Bowen, 

2¢nd.—That I invented and propagated a 
falsehood, and screened myself by attributing 
it to Sir Andrew Halliday. 

3rd.—That | encouraged, and have been 
one of a secret committee or party for the 
purpose of getting up, a malicious inquiry 
calculated to injure a professional man in 
public opinion. 

4th.—Tbat I employed, and am to pay, 
the solicitor who brought the inquiry before 
the inquest. 

These appear to me to be grave charges ; 
and if the following refutations be not con- 
sidered clear and conclusive, | invite the 
closest scrutiny into my conduct upon this 
or upon any other occasion. 

To the first charge l reply, that the mes- 
senger admitted that he came to me with- 
out the consent of Mr. Bowen; and that 
when my answer, that I would willingly 


| attend if invited by Mr. Bowen, was receiv. 


ed, it is in evidence that he replied, “* If Mr. 
Taylor came be would go outof the house.” 

To the second charge ; Sir Andrew Halli- 
day swore upon the inquest that Mr. Bowen 
never told him ‘‘ that he had not taken off 
the child’s arms and that he had delivered 
the deceased,” 1 do most positively assert 
that Sir Andrew Halliday told me (and he 
has by his letter since the inquest admitted 
the fact) that this conversation, now denied, 
did actually take place between him and Mr, 
Bowen ; and Sir Andrew Halliday, at the 
same time, authorised me (as | believe with 
a kind motive) to give a flat denial to the 
report of the midwife, ‘‘ that the child’s 
arms were cut off, and that the woman had 
died undelivered.” 

To the third charge ; I deny most solemnly 
that I have been one of any secret party or 
committee, for such or any other unworthy 
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; but I freely admit that I always| pital fees, and in every other species of emo- 
entertained an unfavourable opinion of the |lument derivable from their appointments. 
case, and I suppose that no one, who under-|‘The permanent and real interests of the 
stands any-thing of the subject, who heard | charity and its officers recede or advance 
the evidence and witnessed the examiuation | together ; they bear by no means an inverse 
of the bodies, will assert that I was not | retio to each other, as you seem to think, 
amply justified in that opinion, although I! but obviously, 1 maintain, a direct ratio. 
willingly abstained from expressing it at the | Is the site of the present hospital not an ob- 
inquest. |scure one? Compare it with neighbouring 

To the fourth charge ; I declare upon my | subscription hospitals, St. George’s, the 
honour, that I neither employed, nor am | | Middlesex, where is the avenue to it like 
to pay auy-thing directly or indirectly to,| Piccadilly, or Mortimer, Goodge, or Ber- 
the solicitor who conducted the inquiry, and ners Streets? possibly, for you speak con- 
who, I have since ascertained, had a written | fidently, you have an account of the number 
authority from the husband of the deceased | of fashionable or respectable equipagesor pe- 
to inquire into the causes that led to the | destrians that pass within sight of it daily ; 


death of bis wife and child, 
Yours, most obediently, 
Geonce Taytor. 
Kingston, October 9th, 1830. 





WESTMINSTER HOSPITAL. 
REMOVAL OF THE HOSPITAL. 


‘0 the Editor of Tus Lancer. 
Sin,—In this day’s Number you have not 
published the documents relative to the 


Westminster Hospitel promised in your 
Number of the 9th ultimo, but you have 


done what, differing from you ‘toto cwlo as 
to the merits of the case, | consider much 
worse, you have thrown your sword into the 
wrong scale, given the weight of your advo- 
cacy to the party which is, in my opinion, 
unquestionably the weaker in argument, as 


itis in numbers. Allow me a few lines in 
reply. Isit true that what is now popularly 
ealled the Westminster Hospital was ‘ es- 
tablished for the benefit of the poor in its 
immediate vicinity ?”’ 


own pages (July 17, 1830) answers No! Is} 
the object of the “ removal party, the con- | 


version of the hospital into a medical school 
for the benefit of (more lucrative to) the 
medical officers?”’ No! such is not their 
intention. The removal will, 1 sincerely 
hope, greatly benefit the officers, for that 
benefit is contingent upon, and consequent 
to, the increase of prosperity that the charity 
must, from the greater prominence and con- 
venience of its new site, quickly experieuce. 
The general interests of the charity and the 
private interests of the medical officers are 
concurrent and connected, but by no means, 
or rather by no necessity of things, antago- 
nist interests. ‘The greater the publicity 
and extent of accommodation of the charity, 
the greater its claims on the public, and the 
more aumerous its contributors of all kinds ; 
the greater also, of course, the advantages 
oi the medical officers in reputation, ia hos- 


The history of the! 
charity published not long since in your! 


| if you have, does the amount equal the one- 
tenth of what passes by either of the other 
hospitals proposed for comparison? But its 
present site is likely to be hereafter much 
more conspicuous you will say, possibly, 
but when? Its present site is wholesome, 
more so, you declare, than that to which it 
is proposed to remove it. How has that 
been ascertained! Complaints have not 
reached you that “‘erysipelas, hospital gan- 
grene, Xc., are common in the wards.” “The 
hospital is at the corner of the Park, Xc.” 
Now I have been some time a trustee, and 
have officiated as house-visitor, and am well 
acquainted with the hospital, and I affirm 
| that such complaints have been made, and 
| frequently made, though probably not to 
the ** public,” by which, from your reason- 
ing, | imagine, you must mean by something 
equivalent to an advertisement in the 
‘* Times ” or in your own powerful Journal 
—the “ Times,’ as I may say, of the medical 
world, Furthermore, are you not fully 
aware that ague and other malarious dis- 
}eases, are not unfrequently generated in 
| the vicinity of the present hospital, and 
more frequently there than north of Charing 
Cross? You object to the rent of 700/. or 
800/,, demanded by Government; are you 
aware that the medical officers propose to 
| bind themselves down to pay 400l. per 
annum of thatsum? You know that itis of 
| course in the power of the trustees to accept 
that offer, and to bind down their successors 
for ever to that, or even to a larger amount, 
But the trustees will not do so; it may be, 
it has been said, they are too blind or too 
indifferent no doubt to the interests of the 
charity to avail themselves of their power 
of prescribing to candidates the conditions 
of election; nay, perhaps they will even 
make the present incumbents a present of 
the 400/,, some fine morning of the years 
1830-1-2-3, or some approaching year; will 
you maintain that?) The increase of wealth 
and internal accommodation that would fol- 
low on the removal is an argument, valid, 
you declare, against the change of site, It 


is a reason Why the benevolent should pa- 
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tronise in preference another institution, a 
dispensary in Villiers Street, Strand, known 
by the courtesy of the gentlemen of the 

»” by the title of the Charing 
Cross Hospital. ‘To the soi-disant Charing 
Cross Hospital, I bear no ill-will, Itis a 
thriving bantling, if we can judge by its 
power of lungs. Its hunger-cry is heard in 
every quarter within doors and without, in 
the drawing-room and in the sick-chamber ; | 
its fosterers are many and indefatigable ; at | 
the bazaar we see beauty turn jewess for it; 





MR. BEALE’S JUSTIFICATION OF THE 


am, Sir, very respectfully, a friend and sub. 
scriber to Tne Lancer, 
Cc. M, R.S, 


Tuesday, October 19, 1830. 


REMOVAL OF THE HOSPITAL, 


To the Editor of Tut Lancer. 
Sir,—You have said a great deal against 


in the temple eloquence begs for it, piety the removal of the Westminster Hospital ; 
prays for it, and wealth and avarice are perhaps you will have no objection to hear 
shamed into contributing towards its sus- un advocate of the other side of the question, 
tenance and advancement. There is no| ‘The institution has been removed three 
escape or ‘‘ mistake,” its wants you must times since its establishment: from the 
hear of whether disposed to contribute ornot | Birdcage Walk to Petty France, thence to 
to their satisfaction, But to speak seriously; Chapel Street, and from Chapel Street to 
in favour of the Charing Cross Hospital | James Street. On this last occasion an ad- 
much might be said, but the claims of the | vertisement appeared for a ‘‘ house or pre- 
Westminster Hospital are of a bigher order. mises in any part of the city or liberties of 
The Westminster Hospital has long estab-| Westminster.” Two suitable buildings 
lished rank amongst English charities, and | were offered, the present hospital in James 
has fortune to enable it at least to maintain | Street, and the house of Lord Lanesborough 
its already ancient distinction, Why should | at Hyde Park Corner. Dissensions, similar 
the Charing Cross Hospital be preferred be- | to those which now exist, occurred: part 
fore the Westmiaster Hospital by the cha-| of the governors thought it would be ad- 
riteble? Is there not, at all evenis, room| visable to remain in the same neighbour- 
enough forboth ? Do the hospitals of Lon- hood, while others were persuaded that by 
don offer accommodation sufficient for one | removing toa site more in the public eye, 
half of the sick that require assistance ? Has | its welfare would be much promoted. The 
wisdom of the latter, who divided and re- 
moved to Lord Lanesborough'’s house (now 


the public ever suffered from competition ") 
But you seem to prefer for medical and sur- 
gical instruction, small hospitals to large | St. George’s Hospital), was soon manifest, 


ones; how isthat? Mustnotlarge hospitals | for the branch, if it may be so called, very 
furnish a greater number of interesting and | soon surpassed its parent in wealth and 


instructive cases, and more abundant mate- | 
rials for necrotomic study, and for clinical 
teaching? Certainly. But large is a rela- 
tive expression. Now a numberof students 
so large as not to admit of sufficient investi- 
gation by each individually, without ivjuri- 
ous and intolerable disturbance of the sick, | 
in the present hospital where the patients, 
though few, are very much too many, would, 
in a modern hospital twice or thrice as large, 
cause no inconvenience whatever, either to 
the sick or to themselves. Each pupil of 
an extensive hospital cannot daily examine 
every interesting case. But he may care- 
fully study (as is very usual for example in 
Edinburgh, Paris, &c.) every second, third, 
or fourth case; that is, in a large hospital 
every student may studiously observe the 
progress of half a dozen or half a score im- 

nt cases, What more can you reason- 
ably require? but 1 must conclude. 1 do not 
know whether I have noticed every argu- 
ment you advance, but | caunot further en- 
croach on your pages at present ; perhaps 
you will allow me to address you again, for I 
have not exhausted the subject. I confi- 
dently expect from your candour and respect 
for justice the insertion of this letter, and 





utility. 

We contend that the increased size of St, 
George's has quite superseded the necessity 
of a second large hospital in the same neigh- 
bourbood, for if you look at the mep you 
will find that St. George's is surrounded by 
the habitutions of the wealthy, and that the 
nearest locality inhabited by poor, is Pimlico 
and Tothill Fields. The Westminster Hos- 
pital has been supplied by the refuse of St. 
George’s; the poor, when they could choose, 
naturally preferring the larger and more im- 
posing institution : if this was the case when 
St. George’s had only 200 beds, what will 
be the case now with 400 ? 

It is in human nature to encourage & 
charity which is conspicuous and flourishing, 
in preference to that which is obscure and 
little known ; the latter has been the case 
with the Westminster Hospital, and it is 
contended that if left in its present deserted 
situation, cut off as it now is from the 
wealthy classes of society by the new car- 
riage-road through the Park, it will gradual- 
ly lose those supporters who live out of old 
Westminster, who will naturally transfer 
their subscriptions to hospitals, of the exist- 
ence whereof they aredaily reminded, bat 
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Westminster alone cannot support the insti- 
tution even on its present scale the following 
facts will show :— | 
Governors living in Westminster and 
Pimlico, including Parliament Street and, 
all to the West :— 
18 Life governors have contributed 610/. | 
11 Honorary governors. 
83 Annual governors contribute 260/. 
Governors living to the east and north of 
St. James's Park, 
83 Life governors have contributed 54501. | 
61 Honorary governors, 
141 Annual governors contribute 5671. 
Of the building fund of 18,0001., 4001. is the 
whole amount contributed by iubabitants of | 
old Westminster and Pimlico. After this 
statement of facts, can it be fair that the 
parishes of St. Margaret’s and St. John's 
should claim asthe mgbt of their district, 
an institution to which they contribute so 
little, and which was clearly intended by its 
foundets for the benefit of the city and dider- 
ties of Westminster ? 
It is a fatal mistake to suppose that a| 


| 
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be consulted it will be seen how very neces- 
sary a large and efficient hospital is in that 
district. By establishing the new West- 
minster Hospital in this situation, the rela- 
tive distances of the great hospitals will be 
more equal: the Middlesex being one mile 
from Charing Cross, St. George’s one mile 
and a quarter, St. Bartholomew's one mile 
and a half, while the present Westminster is 
little more than halfa mile from St. George’s, 

That St. George’s Hospital and the West- 
minster are too near together is proved by 
this fact, that the subscriptions to the latter 
gradually declined as the former increased, 
St. George’s was founded in 1734, in 1755 
the annual subscriptions to the Westminster 
amounted to 1355/.,* the average number 
of in-patients 120, one year (1774) there 
were in the house 129: from about this 
period the subscriptions declined, so that 
from 1780 to 1820 the number of in-patients 
never exceeded 80, and these were main- 
tained with difficulty ; the present number 
is 100, the annual subscription 950/. 

In the remote and obscure part of the 


subscription hospital should be placed in a town where the Westminster Hospital is now 
very needy neighbourhood. Not a poor) placed, it is out of the reach of the more in- 
residence is to be found within sight of St. | fluential portion of its subscribers, its affairs 
George's: few at a less distance than a| have been consequently neglected, and its 
quarter of a mile, and no great number nearer welfare bas been, aud will continue to be, if 
than Petty France and ‘Tothill Fields. Yet|it remain in Petty France, sacrificed to local 
I think I have shown that it was 


St. George’s has always been better sup-| interests. 
ported, and, what is of equal importance, | never intended asa local infirmary for St. 


better managed than the Westminster.) Margaret's parish, but as a general hospital 
Charities permanently endowed, us St. Bar- | for the sick and needy, more especially those 
tholomew’s for instance, may be placed in of the city and /iberties of Westminster. 

any situation, but those which depend on! 1 fear | have already made my letter too 
casual subscribers, to be flourishing, must long, I shall therefore endeavour to embody 





be in sight. | some of the arguments for removal under the 

After much discussion and mature delibe- 
ration at two general special boards held in| 
June, 1828, the Duke of Northumberland | 
in the chair, an overwhelming majority came | 
to the resolution, ‘‘ That it was advisable 
to remove from the present site,” and a 
negotiation was accordingly authorised to 
treat with the Commissioners of Woods and 
Forests for ground among the contemplated | 
improvements near St. Martin’s Church. 
This negotiation has but lately been brought | 
toa conclusion, and the object of the special 
board held on the 7th inst. was to receive 
the treasurer's report concerning it, when 
some gentlemen (25), by a ruse de guerre, 
attempted to pass a resolution refusing to 
receive the treasurer's report, after that 
gentleman has been negotiating during two 
years for an object which bad been sanction- 
ed at that time by a majority of 70 or 80 of 
the governors. 

The improvements in the neighbourhood | 
of Charing Cross afford an opportunity of 
obtaining a site far nearer the centre of the 
city and liberties of Westminster than the | 
present building, and if the map of Leaden | 


following heads :— 

1. Because the present is obscure, little 
known, and in a part of the town where 
adequate support is not to be found fora 
subscription hospital. 

2. Because the necessity of a large hospi- 
tal in the present neighbourhood is super- 
seded by the increased size of St. George’s, 

3. Because an opportunity now oceurs of 
placing it more in the centre of the city and 
liberties of Westminster, nearer to nine- 
tenths of its governors, in a high road where 
the public will be constantly reminded of its 
existence, and where its benefits will be 
extended fourfold. 

It is objected that at Charing Cross there 
already exists an hospital. Some humane 
individuals have, it is true, seen the neces- 
sity of such an institution in the neighbour- 
hood of the Strand, and so apparent is the 
want that their efforts have been wonder. 
fully successful, but a period not to be con- 
templated must elapse before this can be- 





* Considering the value of money at this time, 
this wou!'d be equal to a sum of nearly JU00/. in the 
present day. 
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come an efficient bospital, and then only by 
attracting the supporters of older institu-| 
tions. There is some expectation that in| 
the event of the removal of the Westminster | 
Hospital,the governors of the Cha: ing Cross 
will unite their means and energy in the| 
support of one complete establishment. | 
Another objection to the removal consists | 
in the ground-rent to be paid for the new) 
site, but arrangements will be made by which | 
this will be paid, and a guarantee will be | 
given to the trustees that not one shilling | 
of the preseot funds shall ever be applied to 
this purpose. 

Motives have been imputed to the friends | 


Medical Officers of the Hospital, 


Sir A. Carlisle, Langham Place. 


Sir G. Tuthill, Cavendish Square. 

G. J. Guthrie, Esq., Berkeley Street. 

Dr. Bright, Manchester Square. 

Dr. G. Hamilton Koe, Hanover Square. 

A. White, Esq., Parliament Street, West- 
minster. 

J. Harding, Esq., Margaret Street. 


Expectants, 


Dr. Clendinning, Wimpole Street. 
F, H. Thompson, Esq., New Cavendish 


Street. 


ofthe removal, which are as false as they|J. R. Elmore, Esq., New Cavendish Place. 
are unmerited, for they feel conscious that | C. B. Bolton, Esq., King Street, St. James's. 
they are guided by such as have the real L. Beale,* Esq., Bedford Street, Covent 


welfare of the industrious classes of the | 
labouring community at heart; and they) 
trust thatthe governors will not be biassed | 
by the opinions of a party having a local | 
interest in the present site of the West- | 
minster Hospital, but aid and support a 
scheme which will more completely fulfil 
the objects of the original founders, in the 
establishment of a truly ‘ public infirmary 
for the sick and wounded from all parts.” 
I remain, dear Sir, 
Yours faithfully, 
Lionet J. Beare. 


Bedford Street, October 19, 1850. 





Garden. 


Recent Pupils. 


W. J. Casey, Esq., Great Coram Street, 

W. Gilbert, Esq., Clapham Common. 

W. Jones, Esq., Strand. 

J. ao Dingle, Esq., Brewhouse Yard, Pim- 
ico. 

H. C. Attenburrow, Esq., 1 Addresses un- 

R. Maitland, Esq., } known. 

J. Wade, Esq., Penitentiary. 


J. Seaton, Esq., Bridge Street, Westmin- 
ster. 
’. Jones,t Esq., Strand. 


\1 
lr. Alcock,t Esq., Burlington Street. 


List OF THE GOvERNOR-apvocaTes For|!lon. P. P. Bouverie, acting treasurer, Hay- 
THE REMOVAL TO CHARING CROSS. — . “ 
. = Colonel Hamilton,t uncle of Dr. G. H. Roe, 
[From . Correspondent] | James Street, Westminster, 
Tue following list contains the names of| O, Hamilton,§ Esq., cousin of ditto, James 


the more active advocates for the removal ; 
others, though less concerned in the mea- 
sure, are disposed to give it their assent. 
It demonstrates the large proportion of pro- 
fessional gentlemen concerned, and the very | 
few governors who by residing in the neigh- | 
bourhood, and possessing experience of the | 
wants of its poor, cau be aware of the de-| 
privation which the loss of the hospital will | 
oceasion, 

Those governors who reside near, and) 
who have no other object to serve than the | 
good of the poor, are almost to a man op-| 
posed to the removal, and feel most strongly 
the necessity of retaining the hospital in its, 
present situation. 

These opponents are daily becoming more | 
numerous as the measure which has so long | 
been kept secret becomes better known ;)| 
their sense of duty to the poor of their! 
neighbourhood, and avowed resolution to} 
fulfil it, justify the belief that this measure | 
can only be effected by its advocates pre- | 
vailing upon non-resident governors (im-| 
perfect judges of the merits of the question) | 
to attend and vote in its behalf, 


| 


Street, Westminster, 
W. Ayrton, Esq., James Street, West- 
minster. 
P. Cobbett, Jun., Esq., Covent Garden. 
Mr. Cope, Strand. 
J. B, Wilson, Esq., Clapham Common, 





MEDICAL OFFICERS IN THE BRITISH NAVAL 
SERVICE, OcTOwER 1830, 


Physicians 

Surgeons retired on full-pay 

Surgeons ready tor active service 
Assistant-Surgeons ditto 

Dispensers of hospitals 

Hospital mates ....... ecvcee eeeses . 


Total 1162 





* Author of a cireular signed “ Spectator,” and 
occasional assistant to Mr. A. White. 

+ Relatives of past and present students. 

t Unele of Dr. G. A. Roe. 

2 Cousin of Dr. G. H, Roe, 
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HINTS TO THE METROPOLITAN ASSOCIATION | consequent on the urgent want of a radical 
OF GENERAL PRACTITIONERS. |change in medical politics. Why does not 

—_ the Society immediately endeavour to ac- 

, complish it by a reasonable and spirited 

To the Editor of Tux Laxcer. porn a of se An why does it a calla 
Sirn,—As this Society is anucleus, around|convention of the general practitioners 
which it may become desirable to form many | throughout England, and organise a plan for 
concentric circles, 1 presume the members | effecting this purpose? Unless the Society 
will not take amiss any observations which |do this, | affirm that it is not worthy the 
may suggest themselves to one not of their confidence, nor deserving the support, of the 
body. As the permanence of the Society | general practitioners ; and its present mem- 
will depend greatly upon the excellence of | bers will be litte better than coffee-drink- 
its laws, and the number and independence | ers at a club-room, instead of medical re- 
of its members, it may be worth while to in- | formers seeking to extricate themselves from 


quire how far the present laws are likely to! 


conduce to the attainment of the objects 
desired. 

I take the liberty of thinking that the ad- 
mission fee and the annual subscription ex- | 
ceed to an unjustifiable amount the benefit | 
which the Society has at present in its! 
power to bestow. Another objection to the 
amount is, that as the consumption of a| 
commodity is always in proportion to its | 
cheapness, so the serious charge for ad-| 
mission is a great obstacle to the rapid and | 
extensive increase of the members of the 
association : a sum is demanded for the an- 
nual subscription, such as would ensure a 
comfortable support for the widow and 
orphaus of a medical mao, from that most 
excellent society for the ‘* Relief of Widows 
and Orphans of Medical Men.” An inevita- 
ble deduction from these propositions is, 
that a great accession of numerical strength 
would ensue, were the Society to charge 
less for the purchase of an abstract idea, 
which is really all they at present: offer in 
return for one guinea admission fine, and 
two guineas annually. 

It can scarcely be approved by thinking 
men, that besides demanding security from | 
the secretary ond collector, they forbear to 
do so from that much more responsible offi- 
certhe treasurer. Nor do I believe that the 
appointment of a solicitor can be approved ; | 
as well might they have secretaries for the 
home and foreign departments; the ap- 
pointment necessarily includes the payment | 
of a salary, and in this case a salary in- 
cludes a sinecure; for among attorneys 
there are no such things known as gratuitous | 
services and honorary offices; they always 
insist on a consideration. As the Society 
has no occasion for a solicitor, and as the 
gentleman who is expected to fill this im- 
portant ofiice is whispered to be nearly re- 
jated to one of the committee, the affair 
strongly savours of jobbing. ‘ 

The state of the medical profession is 
deplorable,* and much of the distress is 


* I am told by a gentleman whose opportunities 
of knowing the fact, and whose veracity is unim- 
peachable, that a few months ago 300 medical men 
were receiving parochia! relief in London. 


| Philander 


a despicable tyranny and a humiliating de- 
pendence. 
Yours obediently, 
Crito. 





A NON-MEDICAL CORONER'S [CLUNDERS AT 
PORTSEA, 
70 the Editor of Tue Lancer. 

Sirx,—Philander’s cap seems to have so 
weil fitted the head of your correspondent 
Veritas, that in default of disproof or de- 
fence, in the irritation of his spirit, he 
roundly affirms, despite all rules of courtesy, 
that the information | had the honour to im- 
part to you was not ** the truth.” Mr. Editor, 
as you were lately a candidate for the coro- 
nership of Middlesex, 1 conceive you are 
very competent to judge between us, from 
the evidence adduced on either side. 

** Sub judice lis est.” Itis a digressive 
remark, | own, ‘‘ Domine Index,”’ but I can- 
not but think them evil times when dubbed 
M.D.’s will spend their days in lucubrations 
about animal magnetism, instead of study- 
ing the laws of animal \ife, and stray into 
the shadowy paths of necromancy, when it 
would be more consvunant to their calling to 
be at work at necrotomy. 

It cannot have escaped your penetration, 
Sir, that your veracious replicant acknow- 
ledges (however inconsistent it may seem 
with his heavy charge of untruth against 


| Philander), that ‘a discovery’’ was made 


that poor Winney was murdered, aud did 
not commit suicide, as was previous!y sworn 
to by the M.D.’'s, or meditators upon death, 
as it has been lately opined these honorary 
suflixes might import. Veritas most truly 


jallows (and so did Philander), that a second 


inquest was directed by the Mayor, and 
“well and truly” observes, that ‘‘ then 


jand there,” viz., at the second inquest, afier 


suicide had been previously recorded, the 
head was found fractured, which was inad- 
vertently overlooked before, and more ex- 
tensive injury in the throat appeared than 
had been “ at first’’ suspected. Veritas and 
herein coincide, which will 
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doubtless astonish you, learned Sir; but 
will not Veritas, who is nothing but the 
truth, agree also as to the truth of Philan- 
der’s very reasonable conclusion from the 
premises? viz., that such post hoe discove- 
ries fix the scandalum magnatum on any 
person, of whatever degree, who, in an ex- 
amination of a person who had suffered a 
violent death, should not, in the most cur- 





sory manner, have examined even the exter- 
nal part of the head, whereby an extensive 


MR. FORSTER ON LYTTA IN GONORRHG@A. 


were misled by the coroner, we must even 
conclude by the logic of common sense, 
that both coroner aad juror were misled 

the , Showing, what alone Philander 
designed to show, that a competent medical 
coroner would have corrected the testifying 
surgeon, and instructed and not mi the 
jury. Now, Mr. Editor, if your agreeable 
friend Veritas should not satisfied, I 
have made certain excerpts from the first 
and second depositions, and shall, if need 


fracture was overlooked, or only taken a| be, exhibit them in befitting contrast; and 
peep, and not a survey, of the wound in the | having filled up my sheet, I shall not on 
throat, which might happen to be the only | this occasion furnish you with any opinions 
injury besides, Prok pudor! But ‘ murder| of mine, whether a bard blow with a soft 


will out, and speak with tongue of most 
miraculous organ,’’ maugre the incompetent 
medical knowledge of coroners, or medical 
men to boot, Veritas must not, however, 
be put off his scent for truth, though that 
faculty should play him false in cases of 
murder. 

“ Truth shall of lies detect the auctor, 

And confound the most learned doctor.’’ 

Veritas pledges himself that the verte- 
bre of the neck were not partially severed, 
as Philander states. I have it again, and | 
had it before from authority, that Veritas 
dare not dispute that the intervertebral 
eartilage was cut into, and even the verte- 
bral artery divided; and moreover an eye- 
Witness assures me, that the head nearl 
What shall 


fell off when not supported. 
we say then? What can we say, Sir, but 


that Veritas may be very g¢ Latin for 
truth, but is not truth itself. Veritas 
charges Philander with untruth in stating, 
that life must have been nearly extinguished 
by the blow on the head before the throat 
was cut, on account of the relatively small 
effusion of blood. As a mere matter of 
foct, I refer Veritas to the same authorities 
for their concurrence in the original state- 
ment,—and shail I say that Veritas has 
more dexterously evaded the point? then 
we will permit him to escape conviction of 
evading it,—which indicated that a man’s 
hand would not be without soil of blood, 
who had severed his own neck. With re- 
gard to the point of physiology above alluded 
to, I only advise him to visit alternately 
the slaughter of oxen after the fashion of 
Jews and Christiaus respectively, and he 
will find in animals that are pitbed before 
the throat is divided, the effusion of blood 
will be much less considerable than in the 
other mode. 

It must have struck you as an instance of 
Veritas’s regard for truth, that he acknow- 
ledges that ‘ surgeon, coroner, and jury, 
were misled at the first inquest,” and 1 am 
gratified that he bas placed them in a proper 
order of sequence os it regards their causa- 
tive influence. The coroner seems to have 





been misled by the surgeon; and as the jury 


instrument, or a soft blow with a hard one, 
may have occasioned the fracture; but of 
this more anon. Meantime 
I am respectfully yours, 
PHILANDER, 





CASES OF GONORRH@A 


| TREATED BY THE TINCTURA LYTT&, AND 


BI-CARBONAS SOD, 
By R. D. Forster, M.R.C.S, 


I nave been led to treat several cases of 
gonorrbera by the tinctura lytta, which was 
pleasingly successful, except in three in- 
stances, and in these it is evident, from the 
first case here detailed, that the cause of 
failure arose from the bicarbonate of soda 
having been united with the tinctura lytte 
in the prescriptions, The same case also 
suggested the idea that the carbonate of 
soda might be employed to relieve the pain- 
ful, and, occasionally, dangerous symptoms 
produced by the cantharides ; of this both 
causes are confirmative, the second also illus- 
trating the striking effect frequently ob- 
served in the practice here advocated. 

Case 1.—Mr, J. B., a gentleman of ro- 
bust frame, consulted me on the 24th Fe- 
bruary, in consequence of having gonor- 
rhea; it was the second time he had been 
similarly affected, and the symptoms being 
very mild, I should have advised the imme- 
diate use of the tinct. lyttz, but his digestive 
functions were so much disordered, as not 
to allow the use of that remedy until the 
ist of March ; at this time his appetite was 
much improved, and anxiety (the cause of the 
latter affection) relieved; still from the 
stomach not having regained its tone, there 
was @ continual formation of a small quan- 
tity of acid, to correct which, the soda in- 
troduced in following prescription was in- 
tended ; 

hk Sode carbonatis, >is; 

Aque cinnammi, 3)\ij; 
wmeture lytte, f.>\8s 5 

Infusi gentiane comp. f. ij. M. 
ft. mist, cap.étm. partem Otis boris ; 
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cautioning the to discontinue its use 
the moment pain in the loins, or other symp- | 
toms of stranguery, were produced. 

This dose of the lytta, still continuing 
the soda, was gradually raised, until, on the | 
25th March, it was 5iss in each mixture ; 
when 3 i to each dose was exhibited, omit. 
ting the soda, and the second occasioned 
alarming effects, excruciating pain, &c., 
which were almost immediately relieved by 
tinct. opii, Wm Xx; sp. camph., mm Vv; sodve| 
carbonatis 5) in linseed tea ; ; the discharge | 
shortly after entirely disappeared. 

Case 2.—Mrs. C. W., friend of J. B., 


had gonorrhea at the came time, and the 
symptoms being acute, two days were de-| 
voted to the antiphlogistic treatment gene- 
rally necessary in the first affection ; the 
following draughts were then advised :— 


R hepa lytte, mi XV; 


. cinnam, c. 
a menthe pip.. 3). M. ft. haus- 
tus ; capiat unam ter in die. 

The last (3rd) produced severe pain, but 
3j of the carbonate of soda in cinnamon 
water gave relief; and the discharge, which 
was considerable, entirely disappeared the 
next day. 

Many similar cases have occurred ; but) 
since these two, a mixture of the following 
kind is invariably given to the patient, to be | 
taken soon after the pain in the loins, Xc. 
come on, and which always effects the ob- 
ject of its administration :— 

kh Sode carb., 5 ij; 

Tinct. opii, Xxx; 

Aque cinnam, 3yj. M. ft. mist. 
Direction—Quarter part io be taken 

every hour until the pain, &c. are 

relieved. 

Observations.—When we consider the 
total absence of disagreeable odour in the 
lytta, it having little taste and no injurious 
effect on the stomach, and the certainty of 
its action, linked with the positive power 
of controlling its injurious consequences 
by the bicarbonate of soda, I think there 
is not a more efficient or convenient reme- 
dy for gonorrhea, after the reduction of the 
severe primary inflammation. 

If requested to explain the rationale of 
the fact, which constitutes the only novelty 
in this communication, I should, with defe- 
rence to better chemists than myself, sup- 

se that the substance appropriatel y termed 
oy Dr. Ure ** Vesicatorium,” discovered by 
M. Robiquet, may form an ivnoxious tn- 
ple salt with the bicarbonate of soda; but 
this matter I would prefer leaving to fu- 
ture observation and experiment. 


11, Middlesex Place, Oct. 11, 1830. 
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October 23, 1830. 

Tue members of the Westminster Medi- 
cal Society resumed their meetings this 
evening, Dr. Granville in the chair, aud the 

| Committee entertain strong Aopes that the 
session will prove less ‘“ stale and unprofit- 
able” than the last. The Chairman admo- 
nished the members to exert themselves, and 
proposed several alterations of the usual 
|mode of conducting the proceedings, with a 
| view to excite discussion and the relation of 
cases, but none of them were adopted, the 
members suffering the regulation of this 
point to be referred to the Committee, Se- 
veral opinions relative to the cause of the 
declining interest of the Society were ven- 
jtured. One gentleman ascribed it to the 
| broken promises of those to whose care the 
|business of the evenings was confided ; 
‘another to the late attendance of the mem- 
bers ; a third suggested that the decline was 
| particularly owing to the want of attention 
which his communications had experienced, 
| while a fourth considered that those commu- 
nications were themselves the cause of the 
decline. No one suggested that the attend- 
lance had been thin, because there was 
usually nothing worth hearing, and that as 
the members could not be suspected to be 
|chary of publishing their discoveries, there 
was little worth hearing, because little oc- 
curred to them out of the Society worth 
communicating, which did not appear 
through some other channel, In order, 
however, that for the future there should be 
no want of topics for discussion, Dr, Gran- 
ville read the following list of subjects, as 
affording very proper matter for debate. 

The political condition of the science of 
midwifery, and the probable advantages 
which have resulted from the labours of the 
“ Obstetric Society.” 

The medical police of this country, and 
the importance of electing medical men to 
the office of coroner. 

The existence of contagion, and the 
Gibraltar fever. 

The characters and treatment of cholera 
morbus, and appearance of that disease in 
the south-eastern districts of Russia. 

The secondary effects of colchicum. 

The medical press of Europe, more espe- 
cially that of Great Britain, 

The advantages resulting from medical 
controversy,* carried on through the me- 
dium of the press. 


* “More especially,” added the speaker, “ that 
which is at a waging between Drs. James 

Johnson and m Pbilip.”—Mem. Dr. Philip's 
last volume oa been “ d——d,” as far as the 
profession is concerned. the “ mysterious ”’ portion 
of the title has been changed, and a name a 
which is bette: calculated to “ carry patients along 
with it.” : 














176 CHOLERA IN RUSSIA. 


. The present state of the medical profes- | great and sweeping influence, ought to be 
sion in England. used with the greatest care, because errors 
In conclusion, the Chairman particularly | in the using of them make such great errors 
recommended that the members would al- | in point of meaning.” ‘The advertisement is 
ways address the President, speak only | headed ‘Cholera Morbus.” Treatises are 
once, (except in explanation,) and never | then requested on ‘‘ the cholera morbus,” 
refer to the speakers by name. | se term cholera morbus is generic ; the 
Mr. Hunt this evening related the parti- | disease raging in Russia is particular, The 
culars of two cases, which want of space | first ‘‘ point” on which information is re. 
prevents us from giving. ‘They did not pre-| quired is, “ the nature of the disease,” sig. 
sent much of novelty. nifying to common understandings the genus 
Dr. Stewart and Mr. Carwnwockx were | cholera. ‘The second “ point” is “ the 
elected Presidents for the ensuing year. causes which gave rise to 17.” To what? 
| Certainly not the cholera of any country, 
: . but the cholera which prevails in Russia, 
bacasdhasetck ual paasmur nda “ee The is then run theongh al the other points 
Our readers have probably perused in the | but one, admitting, by a little subtlety, as 
daily papers an advertisement which has readily of one interpretation as another, 
been put forth by the imperial government | [his one point demands the means of reco- 
of Russia, offering a reward of 25,000) very ; but recovery from the cholera of what 
roubles, in bank paper (value eleven hun- | climate? If from that of Russia, which 
dred pounds sterling), for the hest treatise | we should supy is intended, then to 
on “ the cholera morbus,” which may be afford any chance of a success‘ul com peti- 
forwarded to the Medical Board at St. Pe- | tion for the prize, about half the value of 
tersburgh, before the middle of September, the premium must be risked in a journey 
1831. The advertisement, which at the re-! abroad, and a temporary residence in the 
quest of the Kussian minister in this country ‘immediate neighbourhood of the disease. 
was put into English by Dr. Granville, states /At a moderate calculation, fifty candidates 
that this disease, after having of late years | might be tempted to expend five hundred 
committed great raveges in Asia, has within pounds a piece, for the hope of obtaining 
the last fifteen months made its appearance | eleven hundred amongst them. 
in several of the Russian provinces, andinti-| [py the course of the evening some brief 





mates that the medical faculty of that em- | remarks, which weve of considerable cea- 


pire, knowing of no “ satisfactory’’ medi-! sequence to the subject of this prize, fell 
cal work on the subject, are unable to arrest | from Drs. Granville and Johnson. The facts 
the devastations which are committing, and | :hey disclose are barely credible. 

which seem to threaten “ the whole of! jr. Bacor expressed some little surprise 
Europe.” Moved by ‘‘ deep feelings ol at the offer of the Russian government, be- 
humanity,” of which, however, it seems cayse so great a body of information was 
that deep political feelings have got the| already before the profession on the nature 
upper hand,t the imperial government re-| and treatment of cholera, He particularly 
guests to be furnished in the said treatises | referred to a work of 700 quarto pages, pub- 


with, 1st, Av account of the nature of the 
disease ; 2. Of the causes which gave rise 
to it; 3. A description of its thode of pro- 
pagation; 4. A demonstration, by experi- 
ments, whether it be communicable or not ; 
5. An indication of the measures to be taken 
for self-preservation, if contagious ; 6. Par- 
ticulars of the measures best calculated to 
ensure recovery. 

The repeated use in the advertisement of 
the prououn it, in speaking of the disease, 
instead of the noun for which that word is 
meant to be a substitute, renders it impor- 
tant that there should be some clearer un- 
derstanding as to the real noun with which 
a connexion exists in the mind of the adver- 
tisers. ‘* When | see many its in a page,” 
savs one of our soundest grammarians, ‘* I 
always tremble for the writer.” Our own 
fear is for the reader. *‘ Little words, of 





+ From those countries to the medical faculty of 
which the prize bas been offered, France tis ex- 
cluded. 





lished by the government of Madras, and 
containing a great deal of excellent prac- 
tical information on the subject, which cer- 
tainly could hardly be known to the govern- 
ment of Russia, The volume contained a 
map of the progress of the disease through 
the country downwards. 

Dr. Granvitte stated, that the govern- 
ment of Russia was not aware of the exist- 
ence of this, or of any other important 
practical work on cholera, or a different 
course from the one adopted would probably 
have been taken. 

Dr. Jounson said, that he had seen Dr. 
Leydon, or Leyton, the medical agent of 
Russia who was acting on the present oc- 
casion in London, and found from him that 
the Russian faculty were not at all acquaint- 
ed with either the Madras, the Bombay, or 
the Bengal very voluminous reports. He gave 
that gentleman a list of all the works winch 
had been published on the subject of cholera, 
and Dr, Leyton confessed that he had not 
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PURPERAL FEVER, 
of them. From Dr, Ley-|have all the character of the real Indian 


ro ‘deacription of the comp! th 

ton’s i aint, there ap- 
peared to be no difference between the dis- 
ease which was raging in Astrackan and 
that of the East Indies. Dr. 
thought that the Russian government would | 
not derive one particle more of evidence | 
from any one of the treatises which might be | 
forwarded, than was already before the pro- 


fession. 


Dr, Granritce observed, that the state- 
ment of Dr. Leyton, with regard to the 
information possessed by the Russians, 
might be in some measure erroneous, as Dr. 
Leyton had been ruralizing in Yorkshire 
for the last fourteen or fifteen months. He 
was ouly now about to visit Russia again if 
his health permitted, and could not teil but 
that all these works had been read there. 
Perhaps, however, the government would, 
on further consideration, retract the pro- 
spectus, and announce that the premium 
would not be distributed. 

It is more than probable that the Russian | 
government is totally unacquainted with the | 
existence of the works in question, as, ac- | 
cording to this, even their medical represen- 
tative in England is ignorant of what has 
been published. 





In consequence of the accounts which 
have reached London, amongst which is the 
following despatch from Lord Heytesbury, 
the British ambassador at St. Petersburgh, 
the English government, it appears, have 
deemed the subject of sufficient importance 
to justify the immediate adoption of precau- 
tions against the introduction of the dis- 
order into this country ; communications 
have accordingly been addressed to the col- 
lectors and comptrollers of customs at the 
different sea-ports, desiring that the atten- 
tion of quarantine officers may be called to 
the subject, in order that the standing orders 
may be carefully enforced. 


* St. Petersburgh, Sept. 15. 

“ My Lord,—The accounts of the pro- 
gress of the cholera morbus are now becom- 
ing rather alarming. It is making rapid ad- 
vances towards Moscow ; it is already at 
Sinebiask, Tyaritzigur, Saretaff, and Pewza. 
At Astrakhan, the governor (Nisson), and 
almost every officer of police, have perished, 
and the other deaths are at the rate of about 


one hundred daily. If the disease once 
reaches ‘Moscow, there can be little doubt 
that it will spread to St. Petersburgh, War- 
saw, and thence into Germany. 

“ This will be much less extraordinary 
than its regular progress from Ludia to the 
Caucasus, and thence into the southern 


provinces of the Russian empire. It ap- 
pears to be of a very deadly nature, and to 
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cholera. 
“I have the honour to be, &c., 
“* Hevressury. 


Jobnson| “To the Right Hon. the Earl of Aber- 


deen, K. T.” 


The Times of Oct. 27, says, ‘* We under- 
stand that accounts have been received sub- 
sequently, stating that the disorder had 


|reached Moscow, where it was making 


frightful ravages. The Russian government 
is making all possible efforts to stop its pro- 
gress.” 





LONDON MEDICAL SOCIETY. 
October 25, 1830. 


Mr. Cattaway in the Chair. 
TREATMENT OF PUERPERAL FEVER. 


Tue subject of the last evening’s discus- 
sion was revived at the present meeting, 
and the views of Dr. Whiting were rein- 
forced and recombatted. It wil be again 
discussed on the evening of next Monday. 

As the precise mode of treating puerperal 
fever which Dr. Whiting would adopt, in 
accordance with the doctrines he had broach- 
ed, was not clearly understood, the Chair- 
man begged that gentleman to explain it. 

Dr. W nirtyo said, that as far as preven- 


| tives were concerned he could say little, and 


but little, he conceived, was known by any 
one on this point. That it was contagious 
he had no doubt, and he believed that if the 
attendant hed that about his person which 
might be considered to be the medium of 
contagion, the patient might take the dis- 
ease. It was not necessary to its occur- 
rence that puerperal fever should be com- 
municated by a second party. It would 
undoubtedly, and sometimes did, originate 
de nove. With regard to the cure, he used 
to entertain prejudices against the antiphlo- 
gistic mode of treatment, and at one time 
avoided it; but he now conceived, as the 
result of very decided experiment, that that 
was the only mode which, in the majority of 
cases, could be successfully employed. He 
said the majority, because he believed that 
there really were some few cases in which 
depletion was not absolutely necessary, for 
the disease would, in fact, pass away spon- 
taneously ; it would run its course, 

ultimately disappear of its own accord. The 
truth was, that uoder any treatment it could 
not be stopped. Antiphlogistic means would 
tend to facilitate this, but no treatment 
would, of itself, perform a cure. ‘There was 
this distinction between common inflamma- 
tion and puerperal fever, or erysipelas of 
internal membranes (the same being equally 
true of erysipelas of the skin), that the 
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former could be decidedly stopped by anti- 
phlogistic measures,—by measures which 
would put down and keep down the heart's 
action, while the latter could be subdued 
by fo such ‘means. A patient with erysi- 
pelas of the skin might be bled to syncope, 
without stopping its progress ; the erysipe- 
Jas would still spréad. All that could be 
done in this, and all that could be done in 
pue: fever, the danger of which was 


differed from that employed in common peri_ 
tonitis. 

Dr. Warrrxe replied that the difference 
was essential. In common peritonitis it 
was usual to bleed and prescribe the tart.emet. 
in large quantities, with a view to ey an 
inflammation at once ; but it was to be e 
in mind that this disease would sz in 
spite of remedial ts; the antiphlogistic 
means, Gesehas. Theil be so managed, 








much increased by its being an internal| that the energies of the system might be 
erysipelas, was to mitigate the inflamma- | preserved, eventually to work out the cure. 
tion. It would run its course, but the miti-| On the whole, the members were not 
= by antipblogistic means assisted the | satisfied with this plan of treatment, but 
inflammation to stop before it arrived at such | their objections were confined to the simple 
a height a8 to destroy life. Such being the | expression of dissent, and need not, there- 
fact, it was imporvant for them to observe | fore, be detailed. One or two references 
on what principle those means should be |a!so were made by Dr. Whiting to authors 
conducted. This principle was not that of | in support of his views, the justice of which 
reducing the patient on the instant. If the | heing questioned, we refrain from quoting 
position was correct, that the inflammatory | them, as their apposition to the question re- 
process, the erysipelatous attack, could not | quired to be further shown. 
be , but would only yield of its own | 

; depletion could do no further good | 





«" In our last report, Dr. Whiting is 


than to mitigate its severity; it might re- stated to have attended a patient, to whom 
duce the energy of the system, by the aid he referred, in child-bed. r. Whiting does 
of which the disease might ultimately sub- 20t practice midwifery, and the statement, 
side, The careful and judicious employ- | therefore, was erroneous, Mr. Olding was 
ment, then, of antipblogistic measures, was | the accoucheur. 

the desiderable course, and amongst those, | 

bloodletting would be found to be the most 
i t. Now he was convinced, that if 
gentlemen did nothing more even than read| sociETY OF GENERAL PRACTITIONERS. 
those authors who had written on the sub- es 
ject, they could come to no other conclusion 

than that the antipblogistic, and not the op- To the Editor of Tax Lancer. 
posite, was the proper plen ; but if they did 

this, and also saw cases of true puerperal; Sin,—In a letter addressed “ to the 
fever, they could not possibly fail to become | General Practitioners of the United King- 
disciples. In connexion with bloodletting, | dom,” through the medium of Tar Lancer, 
the treatment he adopted was the adminis. | on the 9th instant, the writer submits sun- 
tration of the tartrate of antimony and calo- |dry queries respecting the Metropolitan 
mel. Of the antimony, his practice was, | Society of General Practitioners, to which 
to give just enough to preserve a constant | you were pleased to sabjoin an appeal that 
slight sickness at the stomach ; the quantity, | places the explanation to my account. If I 
therefore, was regulated by its effects. He) have been wanting in promptness to your 
began, perbaps, with half a grain, and fol- | correspondent, or been deficient in respect 
lowed this up with another half or a quar-| for your assurance of my ready courtesy to 
tes of a grain, as the purpose seemed to| him, by delaying to reply, I request it may 
require. ‘Ibe calomel he commenced with | be attributed to a sense of my duty to the 
three grains, in conjunction with opiam, to} Committee, before whom I considered it in- 
allay the irritability of the system, and kept | Cumbent on me to bring the subject. And 
up the dose to the production and sustain- | ow, not having obtained authority from 
ing of a soreness of the gums. By this | the Committee to answer the questions pro- 
treatment he bad cured two as decided | pounded, I can only reply, that as an indi- 
eases of malignant puerperal fever (those vidual merely of that body, I dare not under- 
referred to on the last evening) as he ever | take to interpret its intentions unadvisedly. 
saw. The great fault with practitioners | i 

was, that they had generally bled too indis- A been Gn Denes SS 








eriminately in the latter stages, when that Your obedient servant, 

course was tried, and destroyed the power James Scorr. 
which was necessary to sustain life until 

the inflammation Regent Street, Oct. 26. 


Mr. Cattaway " observed, that he 
did not exactly see in what this treatment 
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THE LONDON COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS. 


THE LANCET. 
London, Saturday, Oct. 30, 1830. 


Avanmep at the portentous aspect and 
convulsive changes of the times, the ret- 
tows of the College of Physicians already 
exhibit tokens which indicate pretty clearly 
that the downfal of their dynasty is fast 
approaching. Bullies and cowards, who 
deem themselves in danger, may ever be 
recognised by their often-repeated and 
boisterous threats directed against their 
pursuers. Destitute of real, solid power, 
they have recourse to artifice for protection. 
They elevate their empty heads, move 
pompously, raise the arm minaciously, and 
assume the stern countenance of confidence 
and integrity. Thus it is with the College 
of Physicians, Existing in a piece of old 
mildewed parchment, and not in the hearts 
of the profession, possessing the parapher- 
nalia of titles, dignities, and power, and yet 
holding no place in the confidence or esti- 
mation of the great mass of the best-informed 
members of the community, their threats 
are about as wise as the antics of the fool 
who shook his bells in order to attract the 
attention of the bystanders. Experience 
seems to be entirely useless to the indivi- 
duals who hold the reins of government in 
this body. Their perceptive faculties appear 
to be directed backwards, and their learned 
researches to reach no further than the year 
1300. In the aggregate, always inferior in 
talent to the great body of practising physi- 
cians in this country, and lamentably desti- 
tute of opportunities for exhibiting the little 
skill they have possessed, nothing short of 
infatuation, or the most blind conceit, could 
have stimulated the “ fellows” to maintain a 
monopoly, virtually injurious to the private 
interests, and nominally and really obnoxious 
to the feelings, of the rest of their profes- 
sional brethren. Inthe estimation of these 


etraordinary gentlemen, the numberless mi- 
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Series which follow in the train of poverty, 
are nothing in comparison with the pleasures 
derivable from an exclusive title. They 
discover in the characters—“ Fellow of the 
London College of Physicians,” ample re- 
compense for empty coffers, unfurnished 
larders, and diaphanous decanters, They 
appear as though they lived, moved, and 
had their being, by title, The universities 
in which they study, have neither hospitals 
nor dissecting-rooms—are destitute of the 
materials for acquiring even the elements of 
medical science ; but no matter ; their medi- 
cal accomplishments are vastly superior to 
those of all other physicians in the universe ; 
and as for the surgeon in general practice, 
they cannot even think of his pursuits at 
less than a falvon height. The smell of 
rhubarb is fatal to them; the bare sight of 
a pestle and mortar would produce the hor- 
rors, and drive them stark staring mad, 
Their conceit is unique, and, like Nareissus, 
the only pursuit (an extraordinary one, cer- 
tainly, for such high-minded souls) which 
appears to yield them any enjoyment, is that 
of viewing their own ‘‘ exclusive” beauties 
and perfections. 


“ Pride hath no other giass 
To show itself, but pride; for supple knees 
Feed arrogance, and are the proud man‘s rees.” 


So says Shakspeare; and the College, in 
the person of their President, have split 
this axiom into two. In short, they are 
liberal in commerce, if not in scieace ; and 
Sir Henry Halford, pushing the reciprocity 
system to the extreme ; unwearied and inde- 
fatigable in proffering the great man’s com- 
pliment, the genuflexion fee, he has received, 
in the way of barter, an immense weight of 
a metal, which, could it be more generally 
procured, would be very frequently em- 
ployed by practitioners in medicine. A 
flexible knee, a supple back, and ® cour- 
tier’s head, have enabled Sir Henry Halford 
to carry on a thriving trade, and to “‘ boo” 
his pretensions into the Palace, and into 
almost every nobleman's mansion in the 
kingdom. His influence in the Palace is 
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not inferior to his power in the College ; 
president at Pall-mall East, and royal 
“ bulletin” signer and medical caterer at 
Windsor, he obtained from his present 
Majesty, and filled up without opposition or 
~ remonstrance from his spiritless colleagues, a 
carte blanche for the “‘ ordinary” and “‘ ex- 
traordinary” personages who were to consti- 





tute the royal medical staff. The list made 


up by his selection on that occasion, we shall | 
one day employ as a key to unlock, and lay | 
open to public view, a few of the peculiar) 


springs which have usually regulated Sir 
Henry’s public conduct. Thus much we 
may now say, that the physicians of England 


are not his debtors. If the wheel of for- | 
tune turn but to benefit the president of the | 
College, how fares it with the fellows?) 


Sadly indeed ; unless universal neglect and 
contempt are equivalent to public respect 
and confidence. If these gentlemen could 
but estimate their self-importance some- 
what less erroneously, there might be hope 


of reformation ; but, half blinded by conceit, 
WI 





they are » even transiently, to discern 
what is constantly obvious to every other 
member of the profession, namely, their 
present powerless, miserable, ludicrous, po- 
sition as a chartered corporation, What 
are the privileges of which they can boast? 
That of demanding by virtue of their 
** charter,” that no physician, if he be nota 
graduate of Oxford or Cambridge, shall 
practise in London, without one of their 
licenses. Hence they every now and then 
resort to the fool’s play of citing their supe- 
riors to an examination; an examination in- 
eapable of conferring dignity, and insufficient 
for the detection of incompetency. They 
arrogate to themselves the exclusive manage- 
ment of the funds and general affairs of the 
College, and limit the elective franchise to 
their own keeping. We had well nigh 
forgotten another privilege, and the by-law 
which concedes it is entirely, exclusively of 
their own manufacture. It is, that every 
“fellow” of the College who shall meet 





in consultation any physician who may not 
be recognised by the charter and by-laws 
of the College, shall forfeit, for each offence, 
five pounds, This by-law applies, amongst 
others, to the graduates of the University 
of Edinburgh. Now it is pretty well knowa 
that we have no very great partiality for the 
Scotch Colleges, but it would be disgraceful 
for us to withhold the fact, that those who 
became “ fellows ” of the London College of 
Physicians, until within a very short period, 
were indebted to the medical schools of 
Edinburgh for whatever knowledge they 
possessed of medical science. 

Are the privileges, which we have just 
enumerated, consonant with the claims and 
dignities of a learned and liberal body? 
The bare mention of a national college, we 
understand, has set the whole corporation 
in commotion ; and vengeance, with renew- 
ed fury, is threatened against the contuma- 
cious ‘‘ independent” physicians ; that is, 
against those graduates of Edinburgh and 
other universities, who, in defiance of the 
charter and the by-laws, practise in London 
without a license obtained from the College 
in Pall Mall East. It would afford us sin- 
cere pleasure to see this respectable College 
step once more into the arena of a court of 
law to enforce the penalties against the non 
permissi, Discussion, we apprehend, has 
no agreeable sounds for them, and it were 
now far too hazardous a measure to com- 
mit to Newgate for “ contempt.” Public 
feeling is rather different to what it was in 
1703 ; but even then, the poor College fairly 
got its right arm broken, while outstretched 
in its effort to grasp after the foul fruits of 
monopoly. It is right that the profession 
should know, it is right that the independent 
physicians should know, it is right that the 
surgeons and apothecaries should know, 
that the College of Physicians, in the year 
1703, prosecuted an apothecary for visiting 
and prescribing for a patient, and actually 
obtained a verdict for the penalties ; but the 
apothecary, the spirited, the undaunted apo- 
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thecary, Mr. Rose, to whose memory a 
monument ought now to be erected, tried 
the question in parliament upon a writ of 
error, and obtained a splendid victory, as 
the judgment in the court of law was com- 
pletely set aside. The College in this in- 
stance, by indulging their spirit of monopcly 
to the very letter of the law in that vile 
statute which they still hold, lost for ever 
all power over English apothecaries and 
their concerns, with the single exception of 
being still empowered to enter their houses 
and examine their medical preparations, a 
right “ more honoured in the breach than 
the observance.” Had it not been for the 
noble and spirited resistance of Mr. Rose to 
the unprincipled and grasping tyranny of 
the College, there might not have been in 
the British dominions, even at the present 
hour, a single dispensing surgeon. 

The author of ** The Laws relating to the 
Medical Profession,” observes in his pre- 
face, that he could not “ dismiss his pages 
without acknowledging his obligation, for 
much valuable information, to Dr. Mac- 
michael, lately the registrar of the College 
of Physicians.” It certainly affords us 
pleasure to find that Mr, Willcock was suc- 
cessful in such a quarter in his search after 
knowledge, for if the various published 
writings attributed to Dr. Macmichaelreally 
came from his pen, he is the last person to 
whom we should have applied for informa- 
tion on the subject of medical legislation. 
Dr. Macmichael, at all events we believe, 
could not look upon any laws that were fa- 
vourable to surgeons or apothecaries, other- 
wise than through an obnoxious medium. 
He was an appropriate registrar for the 
royal ‘* bulletin” signer, and appears to 
have macerated ,all his life in a tinctura 
aristocratica, To some such genius, Mr. 
Willcock, we suppose, is indebted for the 
following piece of information :—‘“ The 
practice of the physician is universally un- 
derstood, as well by their college as by the 
public, to be properly confined to the pre- 
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scribing of medicines to be compounded by 
the apothecaries, and in so far superintend- 
ing the proceedings of the surgeon as to aid 
his operations by prescribing what is ne- 
cessary to the general health of the patient, 
and for the purpose of counteracting any 
internal disease.” Insolence! Why the 
practice of physicians of the present day, 
consists in lamenting that they have no dis- 
ease for which to prescribe. Although 
physicians, merely because they practise 
as pure physicians, are now confessedly 
without patients, they still insist upon 
their exclusive right to prescribe remedies 
for internal diseases, and even for the gene- 
ral health, when that is affected by the pro- 
gress of external disease, They vauot not 
quite so much as formerly of their superior 
medical education, as the fallacy of that pre- 
tension has been completely and usefully 
exposed in the pages of this Journal. They 
have changed their ground; it has become 
fashionable with them to reprobate the “ un- 
necessarily’’ high charges made by surgeons 
for operations, and the “unnecessarily” large 
quantities of medicines sent in by apothe- 
caries. Thus the practice of the physician is 
represented as being more pure, more gen- 
tlemanly, more honourable, than that of sur- 
geons or of apothecaries. Indeed, the sys- 
tem of the apothecary is denounced as one of 
cupidity and imposture, as one founded in 
deception ind fraud, leadiug, in fact, to direct 
plunder. Check the strong current of your 
virtuous indignation for one moment, worthy 
doctors ! Pause awhile, gentle and amiable 
physicians! We must ask you a question, 
Was it never suggested to your sagacious 
minds that a physician can pay an “ unneces- 
sary” visit, write an “‘ unnecessary” prescrip- 
tion, such as ** rep. med.,” or extract an “ un- 
necessary” fee from the pocket of his deluded 
patient? Oh dear! “How infamous in 
Tue Lancer to allude to such things!” 
Not atall, The “unprincipled and plun- 
dering practices of apothecaries” have long 
since been loudly bruited abroad by physi- 
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18% INQUEST ON MR. KINNEAR.—MR. BOWEN. 


cians, and why should not apotheceries pro- 
mulgate the truth concerning their calumnia- 
ters? Physicians are not upon principle, 
probably, very strongly opposed to the 
** plundering ” system, and their hostility, 
- such as it is, arises only from a dread 
lest they should not have all the booty 
to themselves. They bitterly reproach 
an apothecary who can presume to make 
his patient pay one shilling and six-pence 
for an ‘‘ unnecessary” draught, because, 
being an undignified character, the mis- 
deed is enormous; but a physician who 
takes one dozen or one hundred ‘‘ unneces- 
sary ” fees is guilty of no immorality at all. 
The venality of the deed is shielded by the 
high reputation and collegiate title of the 
misdoer. The web of the law is only 
strong enough for small flies, and ‘great 
men have but little sins.” The title of doctor 
is now the last hold which physicians have 
upon the public mind ; and upon that ground 
it is hoped that all qualified English prac- 
titioners will soon meet upon equal terms. 
There exists no desire to bring down the 
** doctor,” but it is high time that the 
*‘ general practitioner,” by taking Ais pro- 
per title, should be elevated to that rank 
which his talents and utility so pre-eminent- 
ly entitle him to maintain. That many of 
the fellows and licentiates of the College 
are men of splendid professional and lite- 
rary attainments, we will not deny; but 
as a body of practitioners, they must in 
medical acquirements be content to rank 
far below the majority of dispensing sur- 
geons. Is this College of Physicians then 
entitled to the support or confidence of the 
profession? If not, let us unite all our 
energies in raising a NATIONAL COL- 
LEGE OF MEDICINE, which shall com- 
mand respect and admiration throughout the 
scientific world. 

Many correspondents express great anx- 
iety for the development of the scheme of 
the intended College, but we think it will 
be a more prudent course to withhold it, 





until the merits and defects of the existing 
corporations shall have been fully discussed, 
We may state, however, en passant, that 
the plan is exceedingly simple, and found- 
ed entirely upon two great principles— 
EQUALITY OF TITLE, and sQvALITY OF 
RIGHT, 





Iw another part of this Journal will be 
found a report of an inquest held last week 
on the body of a Mr, Kinnear, Of the de- 
ficiencies of non-medical coroners it is now 
unnecessary to speak, and we do not allude 
to the proceedings even for the purpose of 
reprobating the unjustifiable and senseless 
hesitation of the coroner in directing the 
examination of the body. But we wish for 
one moment to call the attention of the pro- 
fession to the report of the medical gentle- 
men who attended the post-mortem inspec- 
tion, and if the examination were conduct- 
ed as slovenly and carelessly, as the report 
is written loosely and inaceurately, it might 
as well have been avoided altogether. Death, 
we are told, was produced by “ the rup- 
ture of a blood: vessel on the stomach,” and 
that some thirteen or fourteen ounces of the 
blood that had escaped, were found in the 
right and left cavities of the thorax. Now, 
assuming that ‘‘ on" is (indeed it must be) 
a misprint for in, we cry mercy ! and ask, 
in what manner blood, poured into the ste- 
mach, made its way into the bags of the 
pleure. In requiring from Dr. Patterson 
and the other gentlemen an answer to this 
question, we take this opportunity of thank- 
ing the Doctor for the earnestness and per- 
tinacy with which he insisted upon the ne- 
ceasity of examining the body. 





We readily insert the letter of Mr. Mor- 
son in generous vindication of his friend, 
Mr. Bowen, but the writer should have 
borne in mind that, whatever animosity 
might have existed in the minds of rivals, 
it was not malignity that forcibly tore off 
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WESTMINSTER HOSPITAL.—THE HARROGATE WATERS. 
the arms of the fetus. The practice of{ application of analytic science, we think his 






Mr. Bowen in the case in question was | investigation deserves considerable praise. 


utterly indefensible, and the correspondence 
on the subject had better terminate. W 


** To separate the gaseous contents of the 


9 | Water, four pints were boiled in a glass re- 
| tort with slips of platina, until the quantity 


should like, however, to be furnished with | of gas received ceased to increase, 


the names of the three ‘* lecturers on mid- 


who are said to have approved of 


wifery,” 
the treatment ‘of Mr. Bowen. Their names 
ought to be inscribed in conspicuous charac- | 


ters over every mantlepiece in the country. 
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WESTMINSTER HOSPITAL. 
| 


Ar a general meeting of the governors | 
on Wednesday last, it was decided by a} 
majority of sixty-two to twenty-seven, that 
the building should not be erected at Char- 
ing Cross. A ballot was demanded. The 


longer we contemplate the scheme for the | 


*‘yemoval,” the more does it assume the 
appearance of a sox, 





A Treatise on the Mineral Waters of Har- 
rogate and its Vicinity. By Avam Hun- 
rer, M.D.,&c. London: Longman. 1830, 
pp. 138, 


Furrner than the analysis of the springs is 
concerned, the medical profession can attach 
butlittle importance to any treatise of this de- 
scription ; there is, however, a vast number 
of curious invalids, and amateurs in thera- 
peutics, who thirst earnestly for every in- 
formation on the subject. To ggatify, toa 
certain extent, the appetite of this interest- 
ing class of persons, we present them with 
@ summary notice of the present publica- 
tion. 

As Dr, Hunter has afforded us a new and 
elaborate analysis of the “ old sulphur” 
well, and of some other springs of more 
questionable efficacy, we shall select his re- 
sults in the most remarkable instance. We 
shall also quote his mode of analysis of the 
gases contained in the former, as a fair spe- 
cimen of his ingenuity and adroitness in 
chemical manipulation. It is true that he 
cannot lay claim to novelty in design, and 
that his execution is not totally free from 





error ; still, as an example of the practical 


** It was received in a narrow vessel, over 
a small portion of water, in preference to 
mercury, on account of the action of sul- 
phuretted hydrogen on that metal, 

*« It measured seventeen cubic inches, at 
the temperature of 60°, equal to thirty-four 
inches per gallon. A tube, graduated into 
hundredths of a cubic inch, was filled with 
and transferred to a bottle containing car- 
bonate of lead, diffused in a small quantity 
of water; on agitation an absorption took 
place, amounting to 46 of a cubic inch, or 
15.64 inches, from the gases contained in a 
gallon. 

“ The residual gas was treated in the 
same manner with liquid potash; the ab- 
sorption was 8 per cent. of the gas originally 
operated on, or 2.72 cubic inches from the 
gases in a gallon, 

‘* The method of gaseous analysis by ab- 
sorption, is decidedly superior to the forma- 
tion of precipitates ; some sources of error 
are common to both; but the quantity of 
precipitate from the gas yielded by a mode- 
rate quantity of water is so minute, that 
very small errors, during the several pro- 
cesses of formation, collection, washing, 
drying, and weighing, have a material in- 
fluence on the quantity of gas denoted by 
the final result, A loss or increase of one- 
hundredth of a grain on the carbonate of 
lime, produced in operating on a pint and 
half of water, would give rise to an error 
of one cubic inch in the calculation for a 
gallon. The eudiometrical method, which 
was pursued, is sliort, easy, and susceptible 
of great precision ; an error in the carbonic 
acid of two whole divisions of the tube, 
would scarcely affect by half a cubic inch 
the quantity in a gallon. 

«“ The proportion of gas, 46 per cent., 
which was not absorbed by carbonate of lead 
or by potash, was mixed with twice its bulk 
of oxygen, and exploded by the electric 
spark. On agitation with potash afier the 
explosion, 60 measures were absorbed; 
one-third of this diminution was carburetted 
hydrogen gas ; viz. 20 per cent., or 6.8 cus 
bic inches per gallon, The residual gas, 
26' per cent., was added to a mixture of 
oxygen gas, with more than twice its bulk 
of bydiogen ; the diminution after explosion 
was exactly three times the oxygen intro- 
duced, showing the total absence of oxygen 
in the gases from the water, This portion 
of gas 26 per cent., or 8.84 cubic inches per 
gallon, may be i as azote.” 


We do not think it necessary to notice his 
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184 SWAN ON THE NERVES. 


method of analysing the fluid itself. The 
results are as follows :— 

* By calculation from these data, the 
water of the Old Well is found to contain, 
in an imperial gallon :— 


Sulphuretted hydrogen 15.64 cubic inches. | 


Carbonic acid........ 2.72 
Carburetted hydrogen 6.8 
Amote .. 2.0.05 ee eee 8.84 


no , while in those in which, from 
the nce of that such a 
pet tas not taken place, the sulphates 
a d 

Dr. Hunter's object throughout the trea- 
tise, is evidently rather to render it a safe 
popul panion, than an efficient substi- 
tute for medical attendance: he fills his 
pages with the romance, and the history, 





Which are given out in the gaseous form | rather than the science, of water medicine ; 


on boiling. 

Remaining in the water :— 
Chloride of sodium...... 867.2 grains. 
Chloride of calcium ...... 87.2 
Chloride of magnesium... 42.4 
Bicarbonate of soda...... 20.” 


The gaseous analysis contains one re- 
markable error, by which the quantity of 
carbonic acid must be estimated at too high 





arate. Dr. Hunter does not seem to have 
remembered that carbonate of lead evolves | 
carbonic acid when agitated with sulpbu- 
retted hydrogen. In fact, not a particle of 
this gas can be absorbed without a corre- 
sponding evolution of carbonic acid from 
the carbonate of lead. The extent of the 
mis-statement, which must have been the 
result of oversight, may, therefore, be rea- 
dily perteived. 

His views respecting the origin of the 
sulphuretted hydrogen, are, to a certain ex- 
tent, original, and, we believe, correct. It 
is a subject which bas puzzled many expe- 
rimentalists, but Dr. Hunter certainly con- 
tributes much to its elucidation. 

** In reflecting upon this subject, in con- 
nexion with the analysis, | am almost con- 
vinced that the sulphuretted springs acquire 
their impregnation in passing through the 
thick stratum of shale already mentioned. 





It has been satisfactorily proved by experi- 
ment, that sulphate of soda, dissolved in 
water, is decomposed under some circum- | 
stances by vegetable matter; the water | 
yields oxygen to the carbon of vegetables, 

ing carbonic acid, part of which, with 
the soda formerly in the state of sulphate, | 


j 
} 


| and having seasoned his details with lively 


local descriptions and chemical episodes, he 
has produced a little book aptly calculated 
to increase his district reputation, and even, 
in some particular points, to extend his 


| general celebrity. As far as Harrogate is 


concerned, we earnestly trust that this vo- 
lume will effectually supplant the numerous 
and deadly manuals of empiricism which 
infest the hypochondriac’s library. Dr. Hun- 
ter has advanced nothing which can injure, 
but much that may materially benefit, the 
non-professional peruser. More than this 
it is unnecessary to advance in his com- 
mendation. 





4 Demonstration of the Nerves of the 
Human Body. By Josern Sway, Lon- 
don: Longman and Co. 1830, Eleph. 
folio. Four Plates. Part I. 


Mawy of our readers are probably aware, 
that Mr. Swan has bestowed much time and 
attention upon the anatomy of the nerves, 
and that the Collegial prizes for 1825, and 
1828, were adjudged to his dissected pre- 
parations, The present work is intended to 
consist chiefly of engravings taken from 
those preparations, and the part before us 
contains the ganglia and ramifications of the 
sympathetic, in the head, neck, and thorax. 

The author commences with a few obser- 
vations on the sympathetic nerve, which 
afford little or no information that may not 


constitutes carbonate of soda, and the re- | be found in most anatomical works, with the 
mainder is found in the state of gas. The | exception of the following statements, which 
hydrogen of the same portion of water, and} we cannot pass over without comment. 
the sulphur from the sulphuric acid, form) After describing “ the ganglia of a health 
sulphuretted hydrogen. 1f we suppose that | biect” as “ fi “ = y 
the carbon of carbonaceous shale performs *” —— am, Sony eae or pearly, 
the same office, it will account for the pro- | and without blood-vessels,” and as having a 
duction of the sulphuretted hydrogen, and | somewhat pulpy appearance when divided, 
the carbonic acid gases. And it deserves | &c,, he observes, 

to be mentioned, in corroboration of this | 

view, that those springs at Harrogate which) “‘ After a minute examination, a ganglion 
yield most sulphuretted hydrogen, contain ‘enone in the following manner; for in- 
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stance, the termination of the splanchnic 
nerve divides into an infinity of ramifications, 
which become entirely blended in the sub- 
stance of the semilunar ganglion, the nerves 
afterwards arising from the ganglion are 
seen first in its substance, as very minute 
white streaks, and these collecting into 
threads, join together to form brauches to 
be distributed to the viscera. ‘Ihe struc- 
ture of the other ganglia of the sympathetic, 
appears nearly the same as that of the semi- 
lunar; the branches proceeding from these 
begin in a similar manner, and on approach- 
ing the spinal nerves, separate into minute 

s, and become incorporated with their 
fibrils.” 


Now, in the first place, the ganglia of the 
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Without pretending to decide the point, 
we will cnly observe, that this experiment 
does not appear to us tu be by any means 
conclusive. In order to make it so, it must 
be shown that the minute branches of the 
fifth pair are not liable to be acted on by the 
alkaline solution, which we imagine it would 
be rather difficult to do. 

On the rest of Mr. Swan's work, it is un- 
necessary for us to offer any observations, 
as it consists of little more than a mere 
description of the plates. We therefore 
pass on to the latter, which, we regret to 
state, are not such as might have been ex- 
pected from the splendour, size, and price 


sympathetic, according to our own obser-|of the work. The engraving, though not 
vation, and the statements of all the anato- | first-rate, is hardly to be complained of, 
mical writers with which we are acquainted, | since, as far as the engraver was concerned, 
are not of a white or pearly, but a reddish- | every-thing is well and clearly shown; the 
brown, or reddish-grey colour, and they are | fault lies with the draughtsman, who having 
not generally considered as firm, but soft: | probably no knowledge of anatomy, has com- 
in the second place, the semilunar ganglion | mitted several errors so conspicuous, that we 











or ganglia, being formed in a somewhat dif- 
ferent manner from the other ganglia, often 
bearing more resemblance to a plexus, 
ought not to have been chosen as a specimen 
of the whole ; and, thirdly, the structure de- 
scribed, though more perceptible, perhaps, 
in the ganglion in question than in the rest, 
is not universally admitted, and cannot at 
all events be demonstrated without great 
difficulty, whereas the author has stated it 
as a plain, undisputed, fact, and as though it 
were cognizable by any ordinary observer. 

The commencement of the sympathetic 
nerve he considers to be from the superior 
cervical ganglion, and not from the sixth 
cerebral nerve, since, in some animals, the 
communication with the latter is very small, 
and, in others does not exist; the ascending 
filaments communicating chiefly with the 
gasserian ganglion, with respect to which 
he observes, 

“*On immersing the first cervical gan- 
glion of the sympathetic of a sheep, and the 
gasserian ganglion with a portion of its 
nerves in a solution of potassa, the cervical 
ganglion and its branches became quite 
transparent, and proceeded with the same 
appearance to their connexion with the 
gasserian ganglion ; this was white, and 
therefore bad the branches proceeded from 
it to the first cervical ganglion of the sym- 
= these would have been white also. 

tmay, therefore, be fairly concluded, that 
these were passing from the sympathetic to 


the gasserian genglion.” 








wonder they were not at once observed and 
corrected by the author. These errors occur 
chiefly in the first plate, to which we shall 
confine our remarks. Here the spheno- 
palatine ganglion, instead of being distinct 
from the superior maxillary nerve, or second 
branch of the fifth pair, and connected with 
it by two or more short filaments, is repre- 
sented as @ short stem or trunk branching 
out from it without any intervening space 
whatever. The hypoglossal nerve is repre- 
sented as a branch of the pneumogastric, 
given off more than an inch below the mas- 
toid process, the latter nerve appearing be- 
fore, as well as after this division, asa single 
round chord. ‘This is surely wrong, for 
although the two nerves are for some dis- 
tance closely united, and contained in a 
sheath of dense cellular tissue, they do not 
appear exactly as a single nerve, and ought, 
at all events, not to have been shown as 
such in the present instance, where the 
dissection has been carried to a great extent, 
and where the ascending filaments of the 
superior cervical ganglion, which are con- 
tained in the same sheath, are distinctly 
seen, The same nerve is also represented 
as gradually increasing in size after it has 
crossed the external carotid, so that where 
it passes behind the submaxillary gland, it 
is more than twice as large as where it has 
just given off the ramus descendens. The 
facial or external maxillary artery is repre- 
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186 FYFE’S PLATES.—SIR J. M‘GRIGOR. 


sented as large as the trunk of the external 
carotid, after the origin of the occipital, 
though even this is rather too large. The 
root of the third branch of the nervus trige- 
minus, appears nearly as large as the sciatic 
nerve, and some of the other nerves and 
_ vessels, as well as all the ganglia, are cer- 
tainly larger,in proportion to the other parts, 
than we have ever observed them. With 
the exception of these errors, avd a few 
others of the same kind, but of less import- 
ance, the plates are very clear and accurate, 
and are far superior to any others on the 
subject, with the exception of Walter's, 
which, however, do not include the nerves 
of the head, neck, or upper part of the 
thorax. 





The Anatomy of the Human Body, illus- 
trated by 158 Plates, taken partly from 
the most celebrated Authors, partly from 
Nature. By Anpnew Fyrs, F.R.CS.E. 
Black, Edinburgh ; and Longman and Co., 
London. 1830, Description Svo. pp. 233. 
Plates 4to. 

Or the present edition of this miserable 
performance, which is still worse than the 
original one, and appears to be a mere trad- 
ing job, we can hardly speak in terms of suf- 
ficient reprobation. Not only are the draw- 
ings and engravings of the lowest grade of 
art, but the plates are full of the most ab- 
surd blunders and misrepresentations, so 
that it is impossible to guess at the meaning 
of some of them, and others might rather be 
considered as fancy sketches, than as copies 
from nature. Where the whole is so utterly 
bad, it would be useless to waste our time 
and space in pointing out particular faults; 
we shall only, therefore, observe, in conclu- 
sion, that there is scarcely a plate which 
would be more instructive to the student 
than a tolerable description, and there are 
many which would either completely puzzle 
him, or lead him into the grossest errors. 





MEDICAL PROMOTIONS IN THE ARMY, 


To the Editor of Tut Lancer. 


Sin,—Considering the very great and 
well-merited influence which your vaiuable 
Journal has acquired 


with the public, I am 


always sorry when any statements, 

more of personal ing than ae 5 
are admitted into its Of this nature 
I consider a letter in your last Number’ 
from some discontented medical officer, and 
perhaps one too (were his merits inquired 
into) little deserving of favour or promotion. 
Sir James M‘Grigor may have his partialities 
and favourites in the department, and who, 
in his situation, at the head of a large public 
department, would not? ** But let the devil 
have his due.” Sir James M‘Grigor had no 
more to do with the promotion of the gen- 
tleman whose name is so improperly jgtro- 
duced by your correspondent than you had ; 
and as the circumstances connected with 
that promotion are so highly honourable to 
all concerned, I think they ought to be 
generally known. 

Mr. Jemmett is a gentleman of the high- 
est literary and professional attainments, 
of the most amiable ard accomplished man- 
ners, and of the highest character. He 
is the only son of a gentleman who bas 
spent more than thirty years in the King’s 
service, and immediately about the person 
of his Majesty, with a devotedness and assi- 
duity that have seldom been equalled, and 
which [ am sure are duly appreciated where 
they ought to be. Mr. Jemmett, after com- 
pleting bis medical education, entered the 
army, nearly six years ago, as an hospital 
mate, and was afterwards removed to the 
12th dragoons os an assistant-surgeon. He 
had served fully the time specified by the 
regulations ; and, Sir, was it not natural, 
aye and reasonable, that he should try to 
get promotion as soon as he was eligible? 
and does it not say much for the hind affec- 
tion and goodness of heart, the generous 
and noble conduct of the EXALTED MASTER, 
that could gladden the heart of a faithful 
servant, by what he knew would give the 
greatest joy to him as a parent, while, at 
the same time, it was rewarding merit sel- 
dom to be met with? In fact, Sir, his Ma- 
jesty’s commands were conveyed to Sir 
James M‘Grigor, and in a manner that left 
him only obedience ; and all who know Mr, 
Jemmett will agree with me in thinking the 
service is honoured by his promotion. Your 
correspondent ought to know that the length 
of time a man may have been permitted to 
receive his Majesty's pay, often affords but 
a very negative claim to further promotion, 
and defy the very worst enemies of Sir 
James M‘Grigor to accuse him of baving 
kept back any officer of distinguished merit, 
when it was ible to get him provided 
for, even without the aid of any patron ; 
I think I could mention one or two in- 
stances in which he has resisted the solici- 
tations of a paince REGENT; ond many, 
where he has opposed even the recom- 





mendation of the commander-in-chief (the 
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SINGULAR FACT.—MR, KING.—QUACKERY, 


second ?— in the empire) with effect, 
when persons so recommended were 
unworthy ; therefore let us be just in our 
censure. 1 owe Sir James no favour, but 
rather the contrary ; and am only actuated 
by a love of justice in troubling you with 
theae observations. 
1 am, Sir, 
Your sincere admirer, 


Fate Pray. 
Lendon, Oct. 25, 1830. 





SINGULAR RESULT FROM THE EXTERNAL 
USE OF CORROSIVE SUBLIMATE, 


To the Editor of Tae Lancer. 


Stn,—With the following extraordinary 
statement you have my name and address, 
that there may be no doubt as to the correct- 
ness of the facts related in it. 

A gentleman, etat. circ. 26, applied to me 
eighteen months since, to furnish him with 
some remedy for certain disagreeable ani- 
mals, I directed him to procure a little white 
precipitate, to rub it up with spermaceti oint- 
ment, and to apply the mixture to the infest- 
ed neighbourh He followed the direc- 
tions, and became rid of the nuisance. About 
a fortnight since, however, he discovered 
that a second invasion had taken place, but, 
on this occasion, forgetting the words of the 
prescription, he obtained a small packet of 
corrosive sublimate. Five grains of this he 
reduced to powder, united with some oleagi- 
nous substance, salt butter, I believe, and 
rubbed the mass briskly in over the whole 
of the lower part of the abdomen, the penis 
(saving the glans), the scrotum, and the 
perineum, He very soon, as may be sup- 
posed, suffered the tortures of the damned, 


* and language was hardly adequate to describe 


the agony that he endured during the night, 
which was then spproaching. Being in no 
situation to attempt relief, nothing was done 
for one or two hours, and then for a long 
period a boy was employed, alternately with 
cold water and flour, to assuage his suffer- 
ings. By the morning the pain had greatly 
lessened, and shortly after, a tingling sen- 
sation only remained, The entire cuticle of 
the scrotum desquamated, having first risen 
all over in small blisters, each about the size 
of @ grain of wheat, and filled with a pale 
yellow, barely fiuid, pus. The torment was 
most severe in the testes ; these appeared to 
be consuming by exposure to fierce flame, 
The singular result follows, No further 
symptom ensued, and the circumstance 
might have been forgotten, but seven days 
after the mistake, upon trying to polish the 
ring on bis band with one of bis rs, he 
wes astonished at g ab appearance 
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of on the , and proceeding to 
burnish the metal pan he readily co- 
vered the entire surface with a plating of 
quicksilver. The circumstance was imme~ 
diately made known to a medical gentle- 
man present, and the dises of three sove- 
reigns were also mercurialized. The fol- 
lowing morning I chanced to see the party, 
jand by rubbing the handle of a gold eye- 
|}glass upon the inner surface of the arm, 
| obtained a similar result. A portion of the 
milled edge of a sovereign was also thus 
so completely coated with mercury by 
me, that no glimpse of the gold could be 
seen through it. I immediately made the 
strictest examination into the state of the 
mouth, but not the slightest ptyalism, en- 
largement, unusual redness, or looseness of 
the teeth, was discoverable, or had for a 
moment been experienced! The health was 
jas usual, There had been no exposure to 
jeold air, The diet had been moderaie, 
| with large quantities of warm diluent fluid, 
The general personal appearance was re- 
cisely what it had been for a long time. My 
experiment was made on Thursday the 2ist 
instant. I simply place these facts on 
record, and remain, 
Sir, most faithfully yours, 








London, Oct. 25th, 1850. 





NOTE FROM MR. KING. 





To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 


Sir,—Mr. Earle having mentioned to me, 
jthat the report of one of my speeches made 
jon the hustings in reply to Mr. Baker at the 
late election for coroner, contains expres- 
sions which he considers injurious to the 
character of the hospital surgeons, | lose no 
time in explaining that I did not intend to 
cast any imputatioa upon their private con- 
duct. My observations were directed against 
the system of electing medical and surgical 
officers to our hospitals, which 1 consider 
| unjust, and which, as far as my experience 
goes, they patronise, I shall feel obliged 
by the immediate insertion of this commu- 
nication, and have the honour to remain, 
Your obedient servant, 
T. Kine. 
10, Hanover Street, Hanover Square, 
Thursday October 28th. 





QUACKERY. 


To the Editor of Tur Lancer. 


Sir,—You must not believe that the suc- 
cess of quackery in the practice of physic is 














188 QUADRUPED CHILD. 


limited to the 
or even to that of 


of the metropolis, 


3; it is most suc- 


cessful even here, but not altogether with-| i 


out the aid of the law of primogeniture, as 
the ladies of rank and fortune in this neigh- 
bourbood are, it is said, the only females 
who have “ a eres and band- 
somely rewarded the extraordinary powers ”’ 
* of the Lahinch professor. Pray insert, with 
all its typographical embellishments, the 
following delicate morceau, upon which 
credulity in the upper ranks has long fed 
most luxuriously, and happily most losing/y. 
Yours faithfully, 
Curr, 





“ To the Ladies of Lauincn, &c. 





if 


double pelvis, there bei the coc- 
cyx and the left half of the pelvis an osseous 
rudiment by which the sacral bone and the 
coecyx is d towards the right, and 
which may be considered to represent the 
additional iliac and ischiatic bones in an 
atrophic state. The heads of the supernu- 
merary thigh-bones are ia the same sockets 
as the natural ones, and consequently so 
close to them, that though the thigh-bones 
are distinctly double, the thighs to 
the knee are simple. From the knee, how- 
ever, the monstrosity is more striking, the 
additional limbs being perfec 





tly separated 
from the regularones. The left edditivoal leg 


“Tux celebrated Mr. EDWARD O'CON- | is anchylosed, and united to the regular one 


NELL DUNNE begs leave to inform the 
Ladies of Lahinch, and its vicinity, from 


| 


ata right angle; it is directed towards the 
right, and this is also the case with the foot, 


the age of FIFTEEN wo SEVENTY, | s0 that the external ancle is turned down- 


that he has in bis possession an agrecable 
preparation which has been found upon 
trial most efficacious in cases of barrenness, 
&e. &e., to cause the immediate procreation 
of children!!! 

*« The present is an advantage which does 
not frequently occur, it is therefore request- 
ed that a speedy application be made, as 
Professor DUNNE is about setting off for 
Bath and Cheltenham, where his extraor- 
dinary powers have been duly appreciated 
and hundsomely rewarded. 

“« N.B. This fructifying preparation may 
be had of Professor DUNNE, by a private 
and personal application at his Lodgings.” 





DESCRIPTION OF A LIVING QUADRUPED 
CHILD. 


Ar the sitting of the Académie des Sci- 
ences, on the 6th of September, a child with 
four feet was presented by Madame Heu, 
midwife, who had been present at its birth, 
The following is an extract from the report 
of M. Geoffroy St. Hilaire on this curious 
phenomenon :— 

The child is of the male sex, and was 
born at Paris on the 4th of July last; both 

nts are well formed, and have several 
children, none of whom are deformed in any 
way. The mother being rather of lively 
temperament, has frequently exerted herself 
greatly in her usual occupations, but does 
not recollect that this had been particular] 
the case during her last pregnancy, whic 
was regular, except that from the beginning 
to the fifth boom she was subject to a 


slight discharge of mucus and blood. The 





child was born in due time after a natural 


wards. The right additional leg is shorter 
and more closely united to the regular one ; its 
direction is the reverse of that of the left, but 
it is more naturally formed, and has five toes, 
while the left has only two. Both legs seem 
to be immoveable. Between the two natu- 
ral nates there is a third over the rudiment 
of the additional pelvis; the anus is nearly 
below the middle of the third buttock, and 
the scrotum between the two left thighs ; 
the testicles have not yet descended. There 
are besides three cicatrices visible on the 
additional extremities, one longitudinal at 
the upper middle portion of the third but- 
tock, another transverse on the thigh, and 
a third circular one on the left additional 
foot. 

Though the occurrence of four lower or 
upper extremities, or both together, is not 
very rare, there exist but very few instances 
of the subjects affected with these monstro- 
sities having lived, and in this sense the 
above case is very remarkable, the child 
being in good health and likely to do well. 
Some analogous cases are, however, related 
by medical authors; and M. Geoffroy gave 
a short enumeration of them; Aldrevandus, 
in his book De Monstris, mentions several 
instances of quadruped children, and gives, 
at page 535, the figure of one of them which 
was born at Rome; he also describes seve- 
ral cases of quadruped birds, some of which 
had even the power of using their addi- 
tional legs. The Recueil des Ecarts de la 
Nature contains also the description of a 
quadruped chicken, the supernumerary legs 
being short and deformed ; and that of a 
pigeon which used all four legs indiscrimi- 
nately. ‘There exists at this moment at 
Etampes a chicken, which is perfect) 
analogous to the above case, being provi 
with two thighs but having four thigh- 
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ERYSIPELAS AFTER ARTERIOTOMY. 


seen besides the two natural legs, 
ee oe anchylosed ; 

from the collection at the 

ose ha the same anomaly is 


observed, but only on one side. 


if 





ST. BARTHOLOMEW'S HOSPITAL. 





ERYSIPELAS AFTER ARTERIOTOMY. 


Joun Sueriock, etat. 35, was admitted | 


into Luke’s Ward, under the care of Mr. 
Vincent, on Friday the 1st of October. 

The upper and lower lids of the left eye 
were very much swelled, and of a brownish 


red hue; the left side of the forehead and | 
nose, and the whole of the left cheek, were | 


affected inthe same manner. A partial view 
only of the eye could be obtained, the con- 
er tieed of which appeared slightly inflamed ; 

e complained of severe burning pain in the 
inflamed parts; skin hot and dry ; tongue 
white and furred; pulse 100, and rather 
hard ; bowels constipated. 


He states that, about two years and a half 


since, he was suddenly seized with a numb- 
ness of the left side of his tongue, which, in 
a few hours, extended to the face, head, 
arm, and leg of that side. This sensation, 
after remaining three or four days, left him, 
and then the arm and leg of the right side 
became similarly affected ; this attack lasted | 
about five weeks, In a few days after- 
wards he experienced ‘a dull pain” ex- 
tending from the vertex towards the ear 
of the left side, which still continues. Since 
the accession of this pain, the left side of 
the face has heen repeatedly affected with 
numbness similar to what he experienced in 
the first instance ; he has also _ subject 
ever since to loss of memory. He has been 
under the care of many medical men, has 
taken a great deal of medicine, and has been 
repeatedly bled from the arm, but has never 
experienced the slightest relief. 
He came to the casualty ward of this hos- 
pital on the 24th of September, and com- 
lained of severe pain in the left side of his 
head ; he had been advised by an eminent 
medical man of the city to have some blood 
taken from his temporal artery ; his pulse | 9) 
being quick and rather full, the dresser 
opened the temporal artery of the left side, 
and took from it six ounces of blood, which 
ay syncope. After he had recovered 
rom his faintness, which lasted about two 
minutes, he expressed himself as being very 
much relieved. The artery was then divided 
and secured in the manner recommended 
by Mr. Alcock. A dose of the mist. senn, 
comp. was given (o him, and he left the hos. 


t 
On the 30th of September he again ap- 
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ee eae slight 

degree of redness and swelling of the upper 
lid of the left eye ; a dose of house-medicine 
was given him, and « bread and water poul- 
tice ordered to be applied to the inflamed 
lid, and be again left the hospital. On the 
following day he returned in the state al- 
ready described. To have a powder imme- 
diately of 


Ipecacuanha, v. grs ; 
Calomel, ¥. 13 ; 
Jalap, xxv grs ; 
Saline draught, 3 ; 
Solution tartar emetic, 3. 
This mixture to be taken every fourth 
hour. 





Fomentations to the inflamed parts, and 
afterwards a bread-and-water poultice. Milk 
| diet, 
| Oct.2. The redness aud swelling have 
extended to the forehead and scalp of the 
| heft side ; bowels have been freely purged ; 
skin hotand dry ; tongue furred ; pulse 100 
| and hard. Saline mixture, with a drachm 
|and a half of solution of tartar emetic, to be 
continued every second hour. Continue fo- 
mentations and poultice. 

Oct. S. Vesications have appeared since 
| yesterday in the lids of the left eye; the 
redness and swelling now occupy the whole 
of the forehead, and have extended to the 
lids of the right eye. ‘The skin is still hot 
and dry; pulse and tongue the same as 
ize esterday ; bowels not relieved since Fri- 

day. The pain in the inflamed part is very 
severe. 
Ik Jalap, gr. xxv ; 
Ipecacuanha, gr. viij ; 
Calomel, gr. vi, to be taken im- 
mediately. 


Continue the saline draught, with jij of 
sol, tart. emet. every third hour, to com- 
mence in two hours. Continue fomenta- 
tions and poultice. 

Oct. 4, He says that the powder purged 
him very much, and made him very sick ; 
the nausea was increased by the first dose of 
antimony, and he remained very sick for 
about four hours, when a profuse perspira- 
tion broke out, and continued till this mora- 
ing; his skin is now cool and moist ; pulse 

and soft; the inflamed parts are not so 
meh swelled, and are of a much fainter 
hue; he says he feels quite comfortable. 
Ordered to take the saline mixture and an- 
timony every six hours. Continue fomenta- 
tions and poultice. 

Uct. 5. Very much better in every re- 
spect. Ordered to discontinue the medi- 
cine, 

Oct. 6. The vesications have burst, and 
the integuments beneath are occupied by 
Ft a small sloughs; he is improving 

t. 























190 DIFFUSED ANEURISM. 


Oct. 8. The sloughs have separated, and 
the redness and swelling have nearly sub- 


Oct. 12. He has had no headach, loss of 
memory, or numbness since the bleeding from 
the temporal artery. ‘he redness and swell- 
ing have entirely subsided ; his appetite is 
good, and the several functions are now 
regularly performed. He says he feels 
much better than he has ever done since 
the first attack. 

Oct. 16. Dismissed cured. 

In this case there are two points particu- 
larly worthy of attention: the first is, the 
conjunctiva remained entirely unaffected, 
while all the surrounding parts, including 
both palpebre, were occupied by the erysipe- 
latous inflammation ; the second is the su- 
pervention of the erysipelas on the operation 
of arteriotomy, performed according to Mr. 


stethoscope. The patient bad 0d recolleg 
tion of any pulsating tumour having ever 
appeared in the ham, He had some — 
severe rigours, and evid suffered much — 
constitutionally. Under these doubtful cire 
cumstances the limb was on a pil- 
low, resting on its outer side, and the eva- 
porating lotion applied. On the 29th, the 
tumour being in no way diminished, bat 
rather more tense, the necessity became 
apparent of settling the question whether 
the tumour was occasioned by a collection 
of matter, or by disease of a mofe seridus 
character. tions were, therefore, 
made to secure the femoral artery, should 
the tumour prove aneurismal upon intro- 
ducing a lancet into its substance. This 
was done to the depth of an inch in a val 
vular direction, but with no other result 
than the escape of a few drops of dark 


Alvock’s directions, namely, by dividing | blood. ‘This attempt to ascertain the true 


the artery after a sufficient quantity of 
blood was, abstracted, and then applying 
ligatures to the divided vessels. 





HOSPITAL SHIP “ GRAMPUS,” 


CASE OF DIFFUSED ANEURISM. 


Communicated by Mu. Bennett, Assistant 
Surgeon. 


nature of the disease having failed, adhesive 
plaster was placed over the puncture, and 
the limb restored to a state of rest, without 
any appearance of a disposition to hemor- 
rhage. 

On the 30th, at noon, the patient having 
moved the limb roughly, and placed it over 
the side of his bed, about an ounce of fluid 
blood, unattended by arterial jet, 
from the aperture mede in the tumour the 
day previous, and was easily checked by 





Joun Moncay, wtat. 32, seaman, was ad- 
mitted on board this hespital on the 28th | 
Sept. 1830. His appearence emaciated and | 
exsanguine ; his countenance sallow and | 
anxious, He complained of paia in the situ- | 
ation of a tumour, about fourteen inches in| 
circumference, occupying the lower third | 
and inner side of the right thigh, presenting | 
its greatest bulk in that situation, and gra- 
dually decreasing forwards to the ham and 
outer side of the thigh. The circumference 
of the tumour had a defined, hardened, mar- | 
gin; the summit was tense, elastic, and 
gave to the touch an evident sense of fluc- 
tuation; the integuments retained their na- 
tural colour; the leg was somewhat edema- 
tous, and remained flexed, without the 
power of extension. The patient denied 
that any morbid appearance, or uneasiness, 
had existed in the part previous to seven 
weeks since, when, without assignable cause, 
the whole leg and foot became swelled and 
tense, and ultimately ‘‘ settled” into the 
present tumour, Upon the most careful 
examination no pu'sation could be detected 
in the enlarged surface, except to a slight 
degree in that position which lay immediately 
over the seat of the popliteal artery. Pres- 
sure obstructing the passage of blood through 
the femoral produced no diminution 
in the bulk of the tumour, nor could any 
sound be detected upon application of the 








placing the limb in a quiet position, and by 
slight pressure with lint. The two follow- 
ing days were passed without any change 
in the appearance of the tumour, with the 
exception of a slight apparent extension 
towards the upper part of the thigh, A 
probe introduced into the lancet-orifice in 
the tumour, passed its entire length in every 
direction without resistance and without 
haemorrhage. 

On the 3d Oct., the swelling had extended 
considerably up the thigh, occupying its 
lower half, was much more tense at its ori« 
ginal seat, and gave a more evident sense 
of fluctuation immediately above the patella, 
Under these circumstances Dr. Dobson, 
principal surgeon to Greenwich Hospital, 
who attended in consultation on the case, 
declared his opinion, that, taking into con- 
sideration the enfeebled powers of the pa- 
tient, and the mass of disease in which the 
parts were evidently involved, the removal 
of the limb gave the only chance of re- 
covery to the patient ; and he having given 
his consent, amputation was performed on 
the same day by Mr. Bennett, assistant- 
surgeon to the hospital, in the presence of 
Dr. Dobson and Mr. Gilchrist. The limb 
was removed at the upper third of the 
thigh by the circular ion ; about eight 
or ten ounces of blood were lost during the 
operation; ligatures were placed on the 
femoral, profunda, and three minor arteries. 
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patient was much 


ing the the 
tahetiod ‘ Le eeeirea the frequent exhi- 
bition of stimulants. When removed to bed, 
his pulse was feeble and skin cold; he 


spoke cheerfully, and ee gratified at 


having lost the cause o suffering. Half 
a drachm spt. ammon, arom., and forty 
drops of num, given immediately after 
the o ion, were instantly vomited, and 
vomiting continued troublesome for some 
hours. By the application of a mustard 
cataplasm and bottles of hot water to the 
epigastrium, with the exhibition of pil. opii, 
combined with but a small quantity of fluid, 
the stomach became tranquil, and retained 
beef-tea, with arrow-root and wine, given at 
short intervals. During the night reaction 
took place to some extent, the skin became | 
warmer, and the pulse rose; he slept at 
intervals, and expressed himself free from 
pain. 

At six a.m.on the 4th, he appeared to) 





INQUEST ON MR. KINNEAR, 


INQUEST ON MR, KINNEAR. 

Ow Thursday, Oct. 2ist, an inquest was 
held before Mr. Stirling, coroner for Middle- 
sex, on the body of T. Kinnear, Esq., of 
Cornwall Terrace, Regent’s Park. It ap- 
peared from the evidence, that the de- 
ceased had retired to rest on the previous 
Tuesday apparently in his usual state of 
health, but that on the morning of Wednes- 
day, not rising at the accustomed hour, the 
man-servant, upon entering the chamber, 
found his master stretched upon the bed, to 
all appearance a corpse. His first impulse 
was to seek for medical aid, and having met 
Dr. J. Patterson, that gentleman, upon ac- 
companying him to the house, found Mr. 
Kinnear dead in his bed, and a surgeon with 
him. 

A Juaror,—Can you tell the cause of his 
death, Dr. Patterson? 

Dr. Patterson.—It is impossible, without 








have rallied considerably, and expressed a|a minute examination of the body. There 
wish for some tea and bread, of which he | were no appearances to indicate the cause of 
took a small quantity. At nine a.m.astate death; and I have no hesitation in saying, 
of collapse came on, aud in two hours he|as an experienced physician, that the ob- 


oe scurity of the case renders a rigid investi- 
Jpon examination of the removed limb, | gution necessary. 
between two and three pints of dark blood, Mr. Lovegrove, the surgeon, said he was 


partly coagulated and partly fluid, were | called in, and found Mr. Kinnear quite dead, 
found occupying the lower balf of the thigh, | He could form no judgment as to the cause 
nearly insulating the lower third of the shaft | of death, 

of the femur, which to the extent of four | By the Coroner.—I have no reason to be- 
inches was denuded of periosteum, and pre- | lieve that he died by any other means than 
sented ahoneycomb appearance, The chief | the visitation of God, but I have had no 
volume of effused blood occupied the situa- | means of ascertaining, 

tion of the muscles (which were nearly, A juror expressed his opinion that the 
absorbed), and in many parts was in contact | body ought to be opened. 

with the integuments, chiefly so imme-| Dr. Patterson said, that in his opinion it 
diately above the patella. Upon pursuing | was highly necessary—in fact it was indis- 
the examination, a fine aneurismal sac, about | pensable to enable the jury to come to a 
the size of a pullet’s egg, evidently formed | right conclusion. He was a magistrate as 
by a dilatation of tbe three structures of the | well as a physician, and knew something of 
artery, was found on the anterior surface of | legal inquiries, and he would say boldly, 
the popliteal artery ; the sac, at its upper) that without a minute examination of the 
third and anterior surface, was rent to the| body, the inquisition would be a mere 
extent of two inches in a transverse direc-| nullity. 

tion. Immediately above the torn sac, and| ‘The coroner and jury then proceeded to 
externally, appearing to form a portion of it, | view the body, and on their return, Dr. Pat- 
was a second dilatation of the artery form-/|terson was again questioned, and said, the 
ing a sac, the size of a small walnut, lined | appearances could not possibly enable any 





with a thick layer of coagulum, and commu- 
nicating with the larger and torn sac by an 
opening in size not exceeding a third of the 
natural calibre of the femoral artery. The 
cellular tissue of the leg and foot was loaded 
with serum. 


Inspectio Cadaveris. 


Enlargement of the heart, with general 
thinness of its muscular structure. The 
right kidney was placed immediately over 
the common iliac vessels of the same side. 
Other viscera were natural, 





medical man to state the cause of death, 
since they might have been produced by 
various mortal diseases. 

The room was then cleared of all but the 
jury, and the result of their deliberations 
was declared in a written paper, in the fol- 
lowing terms :—‘‘ That the jarymen were of 
opinion that the body should opened in 
the presence of Dr, Patterson and the parish 
surgeon, and any other medical man whom 
the family might choose to appoint.” 

A solicitor, who had been present from 
the commencement of the proceedings, sub- 
mitted to the coroner whether there was any- 
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193 CORRESPONDENTS, 


thing proved which could call for or warrant 
such an order. 

The foreman of the jury (Edward King, 
Esq., of 34, Baker-street, Portman-square ) 
said, that he and his brother jurymen were 
assembled to inquire upon oath into the 
cause of Mr, Kinnear’s death, and he hum- 
bly conceived they were entitled to demand 
the best evidence. How else could they 
satisfy their own consciences, or the ends 
“= lic justice? 

‘he solicitor again urged that in law the 
coroner alone had the right to order the dis- 
section, and begged he would withhold that 
order in the present instance, as it was not 
proved to be necessary. 

Mr. Stirling said, that if it was the una- 
nimous wish of the jury, he certainly should 
not withhold the order, aud he finally di- 
rected the body to be opened, and the in- 
quest was then adjourned until Saturday 
evening at cight o'clock. 

The presence of a reporter was objected 
to at the commencement by the solicitor, 
but the coroner refused to interfere, 

On Saturday evening the jury again as- 
sembled, when Dr. Patterson presented the 
following report of the post-mortem exami- 
nation of the body of the deceased :— 

** After a minute and careful examination 
of the cavities of the body—viz. the chest, 
the abdomen, and the head, the chief mor- 
bid appearances that were observed are, an 
effusion of blood into the right and left cavi- 
ties of the chest, amounting to about six 
ounces on the one side, and seven on the 
other, and a large accumulation of putrid 
blood in the stomach, mixed with its con- 
tents—half-digested food. The blood-ves- 
sels of the brain appeared more turgid than 
usual; these appearances on the head, how- 
ever, were not sufficient to account for death. 
Upon mature consideration, the cause of the 
death of Thomas Kinnear, Esq., appears to 
us to have been the rupture of a blood- 
vessel on the stomach. 


** James Patterson, M.D. 
George G. Sigmond, M.D. 
William Lovegrove, Surgeon. 
Alexander Watkins, Surgeon, 
A. Hamilton, Surgeon. 
J. Pelham Buckland, Surgeon.’ 
The jury returned a verdict—‘‘ Died by 
the visitation of God.” 





LITERARY [NTELLIGENCE, 


Dr. Gordon Smith is preparing for publi- 
cation an abstract of Professor Chaussier’s 
work on Judiciary Necrotomy. 





TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


Communications have been received 
from A Surgeon—Anonymous—A Constant 
Reader—P. R.—An Invalid Subseriber to 
Tae Lancer—Dr. Weatherill. 

A. We are well aware of the mean and 
petty tricks, and whenever we have been 
enabled to notice them, our animadversions 
have not been withheld. 

A Constant Reader, Thanks. He will 
perceive that his hint has been anticipated. 

A Medical Student. There are not any 
delivered in the summer which are ‘* recog- 
nised” by the College of Surgeons, Two 
courses, as described, are not sufficient. It 
is now required that éwo winters should be 
devoted to surgical lectures. It is a heart- 
less system of plunder. 

Mr. E. Brant. No. 

A Medical Pupil. Mr. Waller. 

Herodotophilus. ‘The difference between 
the heads of the two nations is considerable, 
and has been mentioned, we think, icu 
larly by Blumenbach and Richerand. The 
cause of the difference, as stated by Herodo- 
tus, is not devoid of reason. 

An Inquirer. No; he would be liable 
to the penalties named in the Act. 

G. E. E. will find in page 5, No. 369, of 
Tue Lancet, the information he requires. 

Machaon. The probationary treatment, 
and the terms of the indentures, can alone 
determine the legal usage. There is no ab- 
stract unconditional law by which obedi- 
ence to such practices can be enforced. 

Castigator, in reply to the sneers of the 
“base Green Dab,” directed against the 
great mass of the English medical practi- 
tioners, next week, 

The letters which we receive weekly 
would occupy more than two entire num- 
bers of our Journal ; a very great portion, 
therefore, are unavoidably omitted. This 
omission, however, does not ultimately pre- 
judice professional or public interests, be- 
cause we generally avail ourselves, in some 
way or other, of all those facts and argu- 
ments, the publication of which may appear 
likely to benefit the public. This statement 
will be sufficient to explain to many valu- 
able contributors, why their various com- 
munications have not been inserted. Cor- 
respondents should be informed, that from 
the nature of the arrangements for publish - 
ing a Journal of this description, so man 
thousands of which have to be folded, 
stitched, and ready for delivery by twelve 
o'clock on every Friday, there can be little 
chance of obtaining the insertion, in the 
** current Number,” of \etters consisting of 
more than a few lines, unless they are re- 
ceived at the office, on or before in 
each week, 
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